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A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 1 1 - 2 0 1 2
P R I N T E d  o N  R E C y C L E d  S T o C k

More than 1,300 people, all living with a variety of disabilities, seek their own paths to 
personal fulfillment and independence with the help of programs and opportunities 
made available at Becoming Independent.

Developing since BI was established in 1967, our programs provide instruction in 
activities and skills essential to successful everyday living.  The skills are wide ranging 
and include the most basic and incidental, to the very sophisticated and personal. BI 
provides individualized programs for each person served, promoting personal choice 
based on areas of interests and passions.

As the North Bay’s largest nonprofit human services organization dedicated to people 
with developmental disabilities, BI services are available in Napa, Solano and Sonoma 
counties.  We are dedicated to “promoting community inclusion and participation for 
people with developmental disabilities.” 

Abbott Employee Giving Cmpgn. • Acclamation Ins. Mgmt. Svcs. • Ace Casino Rentals • Ackland, Kathryn • Adams, Lynda • Adams, Beverly • Adler, Lynne • 
Adler, Richard • Agilent Technologies Employee Giving Campaign • Alaska Airlines • Albano, Vince and Sue • Albor, Delia • Albor Ruiz, Maria • Alcaine, Carlos 
• Altman, Abbe • Amado, Rosemarie • Andersen, Barbara •Anderson, Eloise • Andiamo by Sbrazza  • Andrada, Randy • Andre, Ric • Angel Motors • APE 
Appliances •  Apolloni, Maria Mar and Tony • Aquarium of the Bay • Arata, Bob • Arbitration and Mediation Svcs • Arner, Mary Jane • Ashford, Nina • Askim, 
Curtis and Jonna • Attachoo, Kay • Ausiello’s 5th St. Grill • Autumn Leaves • Avilla, Barney and Guia • Azevedo, Claudette • B & J House • Bailey, Brandy • 
Bailie, Kathleen • Balletto Vineyards • Ballou, Constance • Bank, Ed and Karen • Barclay, Leo and Adele • Barrett, Bill and Fran • Barrows, Robert and Janet 
• Bastone, John and Virginia Berg • Baur, Antonette • Baxter, Bernie • Bear Republic Brewing Co. • Begma, Deborah • Beiden, Jacqui • Belchamber, Kara • 
Bell, Christopher • Belle Glos • Bellis, David • Benavides, Vedalita • Bender, Doug and Pam • Bennett, Deborah • Bennett, Patty • Benson, David • Benward, 
John and Laura • Benziger, Joe and Diane • Benziger, Bob and Kathy • Benziger Family Winery • Berger, Stuart • Berry, Jena • Bertrand Esq., Thomas • Best, 
Priscilla • Bielenberg, James • BIG Accessories • Birmingham Bed & Breakfast • Black Bear Diner-Sonoma • Blamires, Catherine • Bloom, Matthew • Boblitt, 
Craig • Bock Jr., Charles • Bonomi, Marcia • Bordessa, Jewel • Born Jr., Freeman and Donna • Bornstein, Hal • Boskos Trattoria • Boskovich, John • Bottle 
Barn • Boudreau, Neal and Karen • Boudreau, Dylan • Bowden, Jackie and William • Bowen, Jerry and Lena • Brady, Susan • Bragg, Lisa • Brandon, Percy 
• Brannon, Steve and Barbara • Brattesani DDS, Dr. Steven • Brecher, Gloria • Brenegan, Jill • Brent, Robert and Paula • Bresler, Miriam • Broussard, 
Cheryl • Brown, June • Brown, Rev. John and Judith • Brown & Ritner, LLP • Buchanan, Jacquelyn • Bulger, Elise • Burningham, Tracy • Burns, David and 
Nancy • Burns, Eric Tomlinson and Florence • Burquist, Barry and Elizabeth • Burrell, Timothy and Bonnie • Burrell-Brown, Tiffany • Buscher, Karen • C K 
Rentals Acct • CA, Inc. • Cache Creek Casino Resort • Cahill, Brian and Donna • Cal Skate • Calabro, Betty • Calderon, Oscar and Susan • CA Academy of 
Sciences • Camden, Theresa • Campa, Sylvia • Campagna, Dennis and Ann • Campbell, Marty and Carol • Campbell, Thu Thuy • Cant-Mckee, Robin • 
Capabunga •  Capretta, Suzanne • Capuchin Franciscan Order of CA • Carlin Cottages • Carlisle Winery & Vineyards • Carol Shelton Wines • Carpenella, 
John and Theresa • Centoni, Oscar and Mary • Chacon, Miriam • Chambers, Ann • Chandler, Toni • Charles Schwab Foundation • Charlynn Designs LLC • 
Cheda, Rachael • Chevron Humankind Matching Gift Program • Chia, Vivian Chia and Ceecee • Chiesa, Angelina • Chin, Dr. Jerome • Christensen, Norman 
and Beverly • Chu, Eva • Cinnabar Performing Arts Theatre • Civian, Jeff and Stacey • Clark Pest Control • Clarkson, Joyce • Clendenning, Lester and Carol 
• Clif Family Winery • Clifton, Randy and Cindy • Clover Stornetta Farms, Inc • CNS Mechanical, Inc. • Coconas, James and Lorene • Cogbill, Barbara • Cold 
Stone Creamery (Trudy Grabernauer) • Coleman, Mr. & Mrs. James • Coll, Vicki • Collet, Chris and Kim • Collins, Alicia • Collins, Derek • Community Founda-
tion Sonoma County • Compton, Christine • Cooksey, Tamara • Cooper, Kathy and Mike • Copus, Jerry and Patty • Corman, Frances and Roger • Cormier, 
Cece • Cory, Beverly • Costa, Barbara • Costello, Marcelle and Keith • Coulter, Lila • Co. of So. Dept. of Health Svcs First 5 Sonoma County • Cox, Stephen 
• Coyle, Diane • Cramer, Kathy • Crane Professional Svcs. Corp. • Cratty, Diane • Crawford, Barbara • Crew, David and Patricia • Crew, Sheri • Crime Victims 
United • Cruz, Navidad •Cunha, Fred • Cunha, Margaret • Custom Film Effects, Inc. • Cutcher, Rachael • Daffurn, Patricia • Dahl, Gary and Gina • Dahl, 
Christopher and Darcie • Dalla Valle Vineyards • Daly, Eugene and Ethel • Damato, Lynn • Dancing Tides Foundation • Daniels, James and Peggy • Danner, 
James and Susan • Darling, Larry and Elaine • Davidson, Jim and Sharon • Davis, Dr. & Mrs. Michael • Davis, Cindi • Davis, Stephen • Dawson, Varick and 
Patricia • De Coss, Mr. & Mrs. Mike • De Graves, Robert • De Marco, Joanne • Deike, Jay and Joele • Derr, Vanessa • Derr, Tina • Dewick, Glenn • Dhesi, 
Nirmal Singh and Gwendolyn • Di Grazia, Herbert and Barbara • Dibert, Emily • Digrazia-Restivo, Marie • Dill, Mitchell • Dmitriew, Lydia • Doctor, Shishir and 
Charoo • Dolinsek, Jim and Kathleen Stoddart- • Dome Construction Co. • Don Sebastiani & Sons • Donnelly, Mabren • Donner, Mike and Lisa • Douglas, 
Hunter • Drexel Heritage By Pedersen’s • Dubinsky MD, Dr. Gail Spielman • Duckhorn Vineyards • Dugan, Peggy and Pat • Duncan, Fernanda • Durr, Bonnie 
• Dutton Goldfield Winery • Dyckman, Susanne • Dyson, Gene • E & J Gallo Winery • EBG Consulting • Edmon, Emilia • Eisenhauer, Jeff and Bessie • Elias, 
Dr. & Mrs. Robert • Ellins, Ms. Shirley Schekman and Dr. Alfred • Ellis, Jenny • Ellis, Kelly • Emery, Kathleen • Endy, Gina • Epic Social Bar & Lounge • Eraldi, 
Daniel • Erickson, MD, FACC, Dr. Joel S. • Ernst, Richard and Lisa Folsom- • Escobosa, John • Eshe, Jack and Kathleen • Estate of Alex B. Hirsh • Exchange 
Bank • Fabiano, Jerry and Susan • Fabiano, Matthew • Fain, Michele • Fauci, Margie • Fedorchak, Daniel J. Gallagher and Molly • Fenech, Sharon and Alma 
• Ferina, Jane • Ferry, Chris and Pauletta • Fireman’s Fund • First Community Bank • Fischer, Billie • Fish, Theresa • Fisher, Jane • Fishman, Susan and Ed 
• Fishman Supply Company • Flint, Dani and Steve • Flynn, Sue • Foehl, Beth • Follis, Mary • Folsom, Geneva • Foote, Susan Dickey and Ethan • Forbess, 
Joel and Tracy • Forsgren, Alison • Foster, Zoe • Francis, John R. Pack and Linda • Frank, Dorothy • Frankus, Patricia • Fredkin, Mark and Susan • Freeman, 
Betty • Freeman, Wendell • French, Anne • French, Toby • Friedman’s Home Improvement • Fuchs PhD., Nan • Fuller, Whitney • Fuller, Nancy • Funk, Greg 
and Julie • G & C Auto Body, Inc. • Gabler, Uta • Gack, Holly Rickett and Kenneth • Gaile, Ramon • Gallang, Mae • Ganong, Ruth • Garabaldi, Erin • Garner, 
Ann • Garrett, Linda • Garrett, Sandra • Garry, Kevin • Gatens, Rita • Geller, Valerie • Geoffrion, Emily • Germino, Tammy • Gerstmann, Helen • GHD • Gia-
comini, Erwin and Loretta • Gibson, Rich and Marianne • Gilchrist, Charles • Gilford, Robert and Terese • Glassley, William • GlenLyon Winery • Gloria Ferrer 
Caves & Vineyards • Goderez, Laura Jean • Golden Gate Bridge, HWY & Trans. Dist. • Golden Gate Fields • Golden Spoon Yogurt – Marlow Rd. • Gomez, 
Fernando and Mary • Gomez, Bill and Marie • Gonzales, Carol • Gonzales, Dawn • Gonzales, Chauntel • Gonzalez, Jose and Jean • Gonzalez, Juana 
Carter and Barbara • Gonzalez, Tantiana • Good to Go Military Surplus • Gospe MD, Dr. & Mrs. Stephen • Gospe Jr. MD, Dr. & Mrs. Sidney • Goughnour, 
Phyllis • Graham, Allen • Grail, Aaron • Grail, Ava • Grail, Rachael • Grandy, Mark • Grech, Angela • Grech, Charlotte • Greenman, Robert and Jill • Greenwald, 
Susan • Gregori, Rosemarie • Grill, Paul and Teri • Groff, Judy • Grove, Tracy • Guerra, Raquel • Guerro, Jazzy • Guerro, Yolanda • Gundlach-Bundschu 
Winery • Gurney, John and Phyllis • Guske, Bob and Berta • Guthrie, Kelly • Gutsch, Kelly • Haapala, Thompson & Abern, LLP • Haarstad, Mike and Deborah 
• Hagafen Cellers • Hageman, Laura Jean • Hallahan, Timothy • Hamel, Peter and Jayne • Hamel, Raymond and Helen • Hamilton, Robert • Hanna, Janice 
• Hansen, Holly • Hardy, Gerald and Donna • Harris, Barbara • Harris, Eric and Lora Staggs- • Hart, Bill and Jean • Harte, Christopher • Hartford Family 
Winery • Hartl, Cole and Mary • Hatt, Herman • Hauenstein, Scott • Hay, Willard and Lyn • Healdsburg Country Gardens, LLC • Healthcare Consulting Assoc. 
• Heart of Sonoma Valley Winery Assoc. • The Heck Foundation • Heffron, Mary • Henderson, Jeanne • Henry, Ben and Terry • Herdman, Elena • Heyden, 
Paul • Hichwa, Bryant and Diane • Hidas, Andrew and Robyn • High Tech Burrito - Rohnert Park • Hill, Norman • Hill, Jason and Sally • Hill, Rober • Hines, 
Lori • Hoagland, Jonathon • Hobaugh, Diane and Jeff • Hodges, Brenda Ferguson- • Hoell Jr., Charles • Hofacre, Dennis and Carol • Hoggan, Stacy • Holm, 
Gary and Karen • Hopper, Randal and Deanna • Howard, Charles and Debra • Howseman, Robert and Erin • Howson, Bill • Huber, Leslie • Huber, Warren 
and Lou Jean• Hughes, Barbara • Hulen, Phil • Hull, Dan and Susan • Human Race / Volunteer Center • Hunt, Kenna • Hunter, Carl and Debbie • Huss, Joe 
Szuecs and Sherry • Ikegami, Frances • Illusions Lighting Design • Imperial Services • Infineon Raceway • Inman Family Wines • J.T. Martin Associates • 
Jackson, Kristen • Jackson Rancheria • Jaffe, Howard and Joan • Jaffray, John and Mary • James, Pepper • Jameson, Lindi • Jamison, Shirley • Jeffers DDS, 
Dr. & Mrs. Robert • John Ash & Co and Vintners Inn • John Borg Plumbing, Inc. • Johnson, Richard and Marie • Johnson, Leah • Johnston, Tom and Diane • 
Jones, Jacoba • Jones, Marlin and Linda • Jones, Marie • Joseph, Kristofer • Juarez, Kathleen • Kahn, James and Cecile • Kahn, Michaela • Kannas, David 
• Karbowski, Jennifer • Kardon, Allison • Katzoff, Lynn • Kauer, Bob and Alice • Keller, Josef and Jill • Keller, Jessica • Kelley, Paul and Donelen • Kennard, 
Kevin and Alexandra • Kennedy, Karon • Kenney, Michael and Charleen • Kenwood Vineyards • Kindschi, Cat • King, Linda • King, W. Arthur •                                     

Becoming Independent thanks the following for their support and generous  donations 
throughout the 2011 - 2012 fiscal year.   Thank you so much!                   

Kirkbride, Jim and Susie • Kleinke, Sandy • Kline, Hess and Helyn Foundation • Jower, Diane Habell- • Klose, Susan Swartz and Bob • Kodama, Mitsuhiro • 
Koehler, Richard • Kokus Jr., Ph.D, Dr. & Mrs. John • Komrij, Henri • Koons, Linda • Korbel Champagne Cellars • Korth, Juergen • Kosela, Jean • Koskoff, 
Martie and Brendan • Koskoff, Norma • Kosta Browne Winery • Kowalick, Nick Allen and Martha • Kraemer, John Chenoweth and Carol • Krieger, Jean • Kruse, 
Howard and Patti • Kuschman, Bill and Gail • Lachella, Rachal • Lamb MD, Dr. & Mrs. Ken • Landreth Family Trust • Lapidus, Deborah • Lapidus, Ivan and 
Jenny • Lawrence, Carin • Ledson Winery & Vineyards • Lee, Mary Lil • Lefor, Robyn • Legge, Vida • Lemoine, Karen and Milton • Leveroni Vineyards • Levine, 
Jean and Barry • Lindsey, Wesley • Lindzy, Nancy • Little, Rich and Joan • Little River Inn Golf Course • Locke, Pam • Lodge at Sonoma • Loma Del Sol Vine-
yards, Inc. • Lorenz, Deeahna • Lorenzo, Juan and Renee • Loughner, George and Doris • Louie, Donald and Permy • Lubbers, Floyd and Joanne • Lucier, 
Robin • Lundgren, Syd and Trudy • Lutes, Kathryn • Lutti, Thomas and Ray • Macaluso, Kevin and Mairin • Machado, Angela • Macrill & Macrill • Macy’s West 
G.I.F.T. • Magnuson, Michele • Maiolini, Ken and Sharon • Maiolini, Anna• Maloney, Rev.Raymond • Mandas, John and Elaine • March, Lynne • Marchant, Lloyd 
• Marianella MD, Dr. & Mrs. Larry • Marines’ Memorial Association • Markham Vineyards • Martin, Mike and Jean • Martin, Gordon and Terri • Martinelli Winery, 
Inc. • Martinez, Jordana • Masala Jack’s • Matthias, Carol • Matthias, Laura • Mattson, Marilyn • Maverick Leather Co. • Maxwell, Cynthia • Maza, Fern and 
Marina • McCarten, James and Tricia • McCarthy, Beth • McDermott, Elizabeth • McElroy, Susi • McElroy, Natalie • McGinnis, Denny • McGonigal, Linda • 
McLaughlin, Jason • McLeas Tires • McMahon, Denise • McMullen, Laura • McNaughton, Todd • Meeks, David • Mejia, David • Melligan, Daniel  • Menendez, 
Michael and Carol • Mercuri, Gerry • Merry Edwards Winery • Metzger, Dale and Reva • Meyer, Kevin • Meyers, Judith • Mich, Bonnie • Mick, Ronald • Mietz 
Cellars • Mighty Leaf Tea • Milburn PhD, Joseph Como and Dr. Lucia • Miller, Inger • Miller, LuEtta • Miller, Samuel and Betty • Miller, Lee and Lois • Miller, Beth 
• Mills, Don and Judy • Miron, Emily • Missner, Monica • Mitch White Agency • Mitchell, Christine • Mlynarczyk DDS, Dr. & Mrs. Greg • Montero, Melody • Moore, 
Susan • Moore McLennan, LLP • Moreaux, Melinda • Morello, Ann • Morgan, Janice • Morris, William • Morris, Linda • Morrison, Quinn • Moss, Gailanne • Moss 
Adams, LLP • Mouille, Andrea • Mount, Annie • Muehl, Kimberly • Mullens, Cynthia • Mullineaux, Matt Malik and J • Mullins, Michael • Murphy, Virginia • Murphy, 
James Ralph • Murphy, Timothy and Janice • Murphy, Ronald and Margaret • Nagri, Jay • Nalo, Ayannakai • Nasr, Sammy • Naysnerski, Melissa • New, David 
and Barbara • Newell, David • Newsome, Edith • Nicholson, Mike • Nicholson, Jim Stimmell and Patricia • Nilson, Katy • Nordby Construction • Nordby, Wendell 
• Norman, Virginia • Norquist, Dennis Pocekay and Donna • North American Cinemas • North Bay Recycle • North Coast Title Co. • Northwood Golf Course • 
Novo, Eli and Georgia • Nugent, Bob and Lynda • Nunez, Simon and Queenie • Oberstance, Katherine • O’Brien,Claire • O’Donnell, Jean • Oga, Hideko • 
Okrepkie, Bruce • Old Faithful Geyser of CA • Olde Sonoma Public House • Oliver’s Market • Orbis Payment Services, Inc. • Ormerod, Scott and Sandra • Pa-
cific Properties • Padilla, Nubia and Ron • Padovese, Tim and Karen • Palmer, Lisa • Palmer, Jeff • Pamlanye, John • Pape, Sandy • Paradise Ridge Winery • 
Park, Elizabeth and William • Parks, Bob and Sally • Peck, Herbert and Dorothy • Pedranzini, Benjamin and Rosemarie • Pedroni Const. • Penna, Phil and 
Louise • Penngrove Social Fireman • Pereira, Jared • Perez, Cam • Periera, Sheila • Perlson, Beverly • Peterson, Joyce • Peterson, Lela • PG&E Campaign For 
The Community • Phoenix, Robin • Piasecki, Peter and Monika • Pickering, Wayne • Piscevich & Fenner, Attorneys at Law • Place, Michele • Plomteaux, 
Heather • Poe, Janis • Porter Scott • Possinger, Ann • Powers, Ted and Pamela • Powers, Freda • Press Democrat • Prezio, Carol • Prieto, Erica • Prieto, Jen-
nifer • Proctor, Laurie and Amber • Proctor, Darcy • Proulx, Linda Peluso • Punky’s Pumpkins • Quigley, Dan • Raccoon Cottage B&B • Ramsey, Geoffrey • 
Randa, Lewis and Meg • Rasmason, Arnold • Rathkey, John and Cynthia • Red Lobster • Reddy, Catherine • Redwood Empire Ice Arena • Redwood Lodge No. 
281 - IOOF • Regalia, Kenneth and Katherine • Reinking, Mr. & Mrs. Bill • Reiser, Jeanne • Reiter, Mary • Reiterman, Laverne • Ricci, Thomas • Rice, Shannon 
• Richmond, Vic and Lorene • Ridge Vineyards Inc. • Riepenhoff, Lynn and Leonard • Riggio, Mordaunt & Kelly • Rinos & Martin, LLP • Ripley’s Believe It or Not 
Museum • Risk Management Srvcs.  • Rittis, Richard  • Rivera, Joann Silva- • Robinson, Lorrie • The Robles Family • Rochioli, Terry and Myrtle • Rodney Strong 
Vineyards • Rodriguez, Perla • Rodriguez, Orlando and Elba • Rogers, Earl and Florence • Rose, Collin • Rosenblum, Maureen Rumford and Arthur • Ross, 
Helen • Rotary Club of Sonoma Valley • Rousseas, Eugenia • Ruppert, Bill and Dottie • Ruprecht, Cy and Ruth • Russian River Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence, 
Inc. • Ryann, Kayte • Sackett, Susan • Saito, Shirley • Salyer, Jacqui and Don • Salzmann, Muchtar • San Francisco 49ers • San Luis Obispo Coast Dist. Dept. 
of Parks and Rec. • Sangiacomo Family Vineyards • SR Recycling and Collection, Inc. • Santa Rosa Senior Center • Santa Rosa Symphony • Sarver, Vallie • 
Sbragia Family Vineyards • Schechter DC, Dr. Richard • Scherba, Vincent • Schiller, John and Nancy • Schmitz IV, Ferdie and Janet • Schrock, Virginia • Schulz, 
Jean • Scibona, Susan • Scott, Kathleen • Seddon, Michael • Segale, Stephen and Elizabeth • Senn-Mann Dental Corp. • Separate Property • Shapiro, Dave • 
Shaver, Jeff • Shea, Joseph and Anne • Sheela, John and Elizabeth • Shelton, Thom and Lois • Siegel, Ayaz • Sieweke, Judith • Silver, Barry and Beth • Simply 
Platformed • Sjoblom, Mel and Carol • Skelton, Bob and Judy • Slowley, Stewart and Sharon • Small, Mel and Shirley • Smith, Amy Merritt- • Smith, Karlita • 
Smith III, Homer and Kathy • Smith, Matthew • Smith, Margaret and Will • Smith Jr., Stanley • Smith Mitchellweiler, LLP • Smothers, Brian • Soderberg, Lorraine 
• Somers, Christy • Sonnikson, Dortha • Sonoma Chevrolet • So. Co. Employer Advisory Council • Sonoma Glassworks • Sonoma Index Tribune • Sonoma 
Kiwanis Club • Sonoma United Methodist Women • Sorensen, Phebe • Spaulding McCullough & Tansil, LLP • Speier, Susan • Speight, Rosie Romon- • Spicer, 
James and Marynell • Spolter Esq., Gerald G. • Stallmann, David and Connie Parks- • Stanford, Ginny • Stanley Steemer • Starbucks - Cotati • Stavrou, John • 
Steve Silver Productions, INC. • Stewart Renata • Stiffler, Emily • Stillman, Libby • Stolp, Philip • Stone, Elaine • Stricklin, Norman and Mary • Stuart, Allison • 
Stuppin, Jack • Style n’ Comfort Transp. Srvcs. • Styles, Karli • Sudduth, Susan • Sugar Bowl • Summit State Bank • Sunflower Caff’e • Suntag & Feuerstein • 
SuperBurger • Susan’s Studio • Suveg, Dena Green and Mark • Swenson, Ellen • Swiss Hotel • Symens, Ronald and Kathleen • Symmetric Interconnect Sys-
tems Inc. (SiS) • Taylor, Keith and Carmen • Taylor, Brian and Jule’ • Taylor, Stephen • Taylor, Michele • The Biale Estate, Inc. • The Doctors Management Co. • 
The Heathman Hotel • The Hitmen • The Narayan Law Firm • Theiss, Ted and Elizabeth • Thomas, Becky • Thomas J Long Foundation • Thompson, Clyde • 
Thompson, Erin • Thompson, Susan • Thomson, Theresa • Thomson, Marilyn • Thomson, Ambrosia • Tkachenko, Norman and Candace • Tobar, Jose • Tonna, 
James and Cecilia • Torres, Rudy and Karla • Toth Chiropractic • Tower, Pamela O’Leary - • Tregaskis, Elizabeth • Trentacoste, Frank and Shirley • Trilogy Glass 
& Packaging • Tripp, Millie • Tuck, Cindy • Turley • Turner, Daniel • Turner, Mary Jane • Turrietta, Deborah • Tusler, Anthony • United Way of the Wine Country • 
Valencia, Art • Valente, Felicia  • Valley of the Moon Winery • Van Dyke, Laura Chenel and John  • Vasquez, Fred • Vastine, Gerrie • Vaughn, Heather • Veronda, 
Barbara Jean • Viansa Winery • Vigare, Doris • Villena, Joy • Voss, David and Susan Bailyn- • Wade, Nadine • Wagner, Mary • Wall, Tim Malette and Pat • Wal-
lace Mobility Repair • Weaver, Cami • Webster, Linda • Weil, Linda Cederborg and Mark • Weiss, Kristina • Welch, Lois • Wells MFT, Kitty • Wells Fargo • West, 
Cynthia • West County Farm • West Wine Consulting • Weston, Donna • Wheiping Lu, Mimi • Wheless, Elizabeth • White, Amy Fraser- • White, Elaine Slack- • 
White, Mary • Whitener, Patricia • Whittington, Patty • Wickliffe Sr., Bill and Pat • Wickliffe Jr., William and Martha • Wieskamp, Mike and Deanna • Williams, Nina 
• Williams, Kathleen • Willis Insurance Srvcs. of CA, Inc. • Wilmington Trust FSB • Crimson Wine Group • A. Rafanelli Winery and Vineyards LP • Withers II, John 
and Carolyn • Witte, Janette • Wolfe, Mary • Wolfe, Rob • The Wolford Family • Wollman, Eric and Debbie • Wong, Lynette • Wood, Dan and Meghan • Wooden 
Home Ent. • Woodmont Real Estate Srvcs. • Woods, Herbert and Joan • Woods, Barbara • Wooley, John and Kathy • Wright, Jack and Debbie • Wright, Susan 
• Wright, Kathy • Wright, Thierry • Wycoff, Ryan • Wycoff  Painting • Yabroff, Lawrence • Yaeger, Mike and Lee Anne • Yamamuka, Edie • Yamanoha, Teresa • 
Yeager, Shelley Simmons and Steven • Yoshioka, Nancy • Young, Elaine • Zamora, Shirley • Zink, Jeffrey Barrett and Laura • Zueger, Karl and Brigitta 

our MiSSion
To promote community inclusion 
and participation for people with 
developmental disabilities.

our viSion
An improved quality of life – 
meaningful work, recreation  
and support of family, friends and 
the community. 

BoArD of DIrecTorS   
2011 - 2012

Bonnie Burrell, President
Jerry Fabiano, Vice President  

Sofia Dumitru, Treasurer
Ellie Rowland, Secretary  

ken Maiolini, Past President

 Jayne Hamel
Gerry Hipps
Quinn Morrison
Joerg olson
Scott ormerod
don Prial
Cindy White

Napa/Solano
1832 Soscol Avenue, Suite 101
Napa, CA  94559
Phone: (707) 252-9288  
Fax: (707) 252-0682

The Gallery of Sea and Heaven
312 South A Street
Santa Rosa, CA 95401
Phone: (707) 578-9123 
open Thursday – Saturday 12-5pm

Becoming Independent provides services throughout Napa, Solano and Sonoma 
counties for people with disabilities.

Please forgive us if we have inadvertently omitted or misspelled your name.   Call BI at 707-524-6606 with any corrections, omissions or preferences.

Becoming Independent thanks the following for their support and generous  donations 
throughout the 2011 - 2012 fiscal year.   Thank you so much!                 
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                                           Number of people served                   2,342                       
Number of families served                     505
      
Hours of Service                              725,007                 

Hours of Work            135,728              
 
Wages                                            $837,732          

Hours of Inclusion                227,576              

Rate of Satisfaction                              91 %                    

   * 125 people per month were served at 
community dances through a partnership with  
Santa Rosa Parks and Recreation department.

outcomes of BI Services
Success and progress experienced 
by individuals and families served by 
Becoming Independent are measured 
in real terms.  BI tracks the number 
of people served, how many hours of 
service they received from staff, the 
number of hours of work they per-
formed and wages they earned, and 
their level of inclusion in mainstream 
community activities.  BI also gauges 
overall satisfaction with the Becom-
ing Independent experience.

Who are the people
at Becoming Independent?

They are the largest and most  

diverse minority in the world.  

They are all ages, genders, religions 

and ethnicities. They come from  

all socioeconomic levels and  

sexual orientations.  And they are 

people with different disabilities.*

Autism

down syndrome

Learning and physical disabilities

Mental health conditions

Cognitive disability  
and developmental delay

And they are like everyone.

They want to be free, happy,  

independent and respected full  

members of the community.

They are people.

*Adapted from “People First Language,”  
by kathie Snow, www.disabilityisnatural.com; 
and used with permission.

Dear Friends and Supporters,
The fiscal year 2011-2012 was a period of change and opportunity for  
Becoming Independent, and it was for me as well.

                     This is my first annual report as Agency Director of this great organization, and I am 
proud to be able to bring it to you – our participants, families and supporters. But I 
wouldn’t be able to do this, and BI wouldn’t be able to do what it does, without the work 
and support of our great staff. If there is one thing I’ve learned over the past half-year or so 
at the helm of this ship it’s this: We have a fantastic crew.

The transitions we have experienced in the past year presented challenges to the organization and to myself.  
But soon after I moved into the corner office, I realized that BI stands on a firm foundation that makes us a 
rock in this community. It’s not about who sits in this office. Our organization is, and always has been, about 
the people we serve. Our roots go back more than 40 years to a group of parents who saw the clear needs of their 
loved ones, and had specific ideas about how to meet those needs. By following the lead of those parents,  
BI has grown to become the North Bay’s largest provider of services to people with disabilities, and we  
continue to grow.

We have survived the difficult economy and an ever-dwindling state budget, and now we are  
well-positioned to return to the fundamentals of business as the recovery continues. We applaud our fellow  
Californians for recognizing the needs of people with disabilities and approving Proposition 30, which will save 
BI from additional trigger cuts.

I’d like to take a little space here to report just a few of our successes in the face of financial adversities in the 
past year, using a single highlight from each of our core programs:

Community Living Supports – In June, CLS took their largest group ever to the People First of California 
Statewide Convention in Sacramento. The convention is organized and facilitated by people served by  
organizations such as BI and each year it attracts hundreds of individuals living independently.

Employment Services – In December 2011 BI received a three-year certification from the International  
Commission on Accreditation of Rehabilitation Facilities, a requirement for Department of  
Rehabilitation funding. 

Day Services – Received a $10,000 Thomas J. Long Foundation grant to develop a digital gallery that will  
enable on-line art sales.

Transportation – Received a $596,500 grant from the 5310 Federal Transportation program. This grant will  
allow BI to purchase nine new vehicles and upgrade radio communications across our entire fleet.

And, last but not least, our 2 Cool 2 Fail campaign has generated $1.4 million toward our $2 million goal as 
of this writing.

Of course, our overall goal is always to improve the services we provide and evolve to meet the changing needs  
of the community. In the coming year, we plan to develop and enhance programs to serve the growing number 
of adults living with autism. We will continue our commitment to develop and identify meaningful internal 
and external employment opportunities for our participants. And we will expand our efforts to maximize  
exposure for the talented participants of our pro-arts program.

Change and opportunity always have gone hand-in-hand at BI. My pledge to you is that we will continue to 
embrace the former and to seize the latter. As always, the needs of our participants will determine the services 
that BI provides, and our evolution will reflect the changing nature of the community we serve.
Who can argue with that?
      Sincerely,

    

      Luana Vaetoe, Agency Director
      Becoming Independent 

www.becomingindependent.org

 

fINANcIAL rePorT  2011 - 2012

Support and revenue    

1  Contributions    $         383,487           3.0   %
2  Service Fees    $    12,106,949       85.72   %
3  Educational Subsidies   $         629,481         4.40   %
4  Employment Income   $         740,030      5.20   %
5  Investment Income   $           30,480         .21   %
6  other Income    $           32,342           .22   %

Total Unrestricted Support & Revenue  $    13,922,766       98.75   %

7  Net Assets Released From Restrictions  $         177,260         1.25   %
* Total Unrestricted Support, revenue, 
  And Assets released from restrictions  $  14,100,026        100   %

Note: BI’s annual gala fundraiser dinner Under the Stars was moved to August. 
Results will be reflected in next years annual report.

expenses
1  Programs        
Community Living Supports    
Continuing Education
Employment Services
Family Resource and Advocacy Center
Transportation Services

Total Program Services   $  12,409,506              88.75  %  
  
2  Supporting Services
       
Administration    $      1,299,433
Fundraising    $         271,481       
     
Total Supporting Services   $    1,570,914              11.25  % 
 
   
Total Unrestricted expenses  $  13,980,420              100  %

Increase in unrestricted net assets  $        119,606  
    
    
    
     

Becoming Independent’s most recent audited financial statement and tax return are available at 
www.becomingindependent.org.

Clockwise, starting with magenta:
1 - Contributions
2 - Service Fees
3 - Educational Subsidies
4 - Employment Income
5 - Investment Income
6 - Other Income
7 - Net Assets Released From Restrictions

1 - Total Program Services
2 - Total Supporting Services

1

2

1

2

3
4

5 6 7

2

 

Ask Pedy Lawson how things are working out with her new employee,  
Andrew Howard, and her hand goes to her throat and tears come to her eyes.
“He’s amazing,” Lawson says, choking back the tears. “He brings a lot of  
joy to all of us.”
     Howard, a 34-year-old rohnert Park resident, is served by Becoming 
Independent’s employment Services program. He is one of about 40 
participants who hold down jobs in the community with the help of placement 

services and ongoing job-coaching from BI staff.

Lawson, who owns and operates Pedy’s Petals flower shop in Santa rosa, had never worked with a BI participant 

before she was contacted by BI’s Lora Seidler last fall. She agreed to an interview with Howard, and immediately 
knew she wanted him to work in her shop.
     “I wish all of my employees were like him,” she says. “He comes to work on time or even early. He never hesitates 
to do any job. He’s very organized. And he’s just so sweet!”
     Howard, who Seidler described as a “superstar” when it came to nailing job interviews, couldn’t seem to find 
a willing employer after several attempts last year. But the job at Pedy’s was worth the wait for a man who likes 
working with plants and spending time outdoors in the garden in front of the shop on Montgomery Drive.
     “I love it!” he says. “And she’s a great boss.”
As Seidler says, employing a BI participant is almost always “a win-win.”

Employment Services

ArtWorks & The Gallery of Sea and Heaven
Becoming Independent’s ArtWorks program in Santa Rosa, Sonoma and Healdsburg 

programs pair our participants with professional instructors who provide 

inspiration, encouragement and opportunities for exhibitions and sales.  The art, in 

turn, provides a unique bridge to the community at large, advancing BI’s mission of 

full community inclusion and participation for people with disabilities.  

BI’s Gallery of Sea and Heaven continued to flourish during this fiscal year. In 

August 2011, a gallery Advisory Committee was formed to support increased art 

production, sales and visibility. Members include educators, collectors and fellow 

artists from Santa Rosa’s SoFA (South A Street) arts district.  Under the guidance 

of Co-chairs J Mullineaux and Alice Warnecke, the Collectors’ Circle was formed 

with the intention of elevating BI artwork to a new level of understanding and 

appreciation while simultaneously raising funds to support the Gallery of Sea  

and Heaven. 


