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Dear Friends and Supporters,
Fiscal Year 2012 – 2013 was a year of reorganization and re-direction for Becoming 
Independent as we set in motion a number of initiatives to improve and enhance our 
services.

Foremost among these were changes to our Day Program in Santa Rosa, which serves close 
to 250 participants. In the fall of 2012 our Board of Directors agreed to a plan designed 
to better meet the interests of each individual participant. After completing exploratory 
interviews with participants and staff, three core program components were identified: 
Employment, Personal Enrichment and Specialized Services.

Employment provides meaningful paid employment in two settings. Participants who desire to earn a paycheck 
can choose between on-site work in Production Services or community-based employment through our 
Vocational Enrichment Center. Some people are happy to utilize their existing skill set on site, while others seek 
skill-building instruction that will enable them to eventually secure community-based employment.

Personal Enrichment is dedicated to developing skills to improve daily quality of life for participants. Life 
Skills focuses on maintaining and developing fundamental social and communications skills while also offering 
opportunities for meaningful community access. Leisure Activities puts a focus on recreational activities both on-
site and in the community that appeal to our participants 55 and older, or those who prefer a more relaxed day.

Specialized Services is home to three dynamic programs. Artists whose work is widely shown and collected 
continue to create art for our agency’s ArtWorks Program. Please see page 4 to learn about the enormous strides 
being made by Community Integrated Services. Meanwhile, we are developing an Autism Specialty Program to 
serve our county’s growing need.

As we embraced change in our Day Services program, we welcomed eight new dynamic members to our Board of 
Directors at our annual meeting. Each member brings an impressive level of skill, experience and commitment to 
our mission and we are truly enriched by their presence. Two new chiefs were also welcomed: Kory Stradinger, Chief 
Operating Officer, and Lauren Meiklejohn, Chief of Services. 

What did not change this year was the generous, heartfelt support we receive from the community. We enjoyed our 
best Human Race results ever in May, and at the start of the 2013-2014 fiscal year, our second-highest-grossing 
Dinner Under the Stars in the event’s 23-year history.

Last summer, BI was named one of the “Best Places to Work” by the North Bay Business Journal, which coincided 
with an infusion of 30 motivated new staff members. I’m also pleased to say that during this fiscal year, the Board 
officially honored me with the position of Chief Executive Officer.

We are grateful for the good news while we remain cognizant of challenges. We have received a very generous grant 
from the Celebrate Community Partnership to create a multi-sensory environment room for our Autism Specialty 
Program. We were delighted to receive another year of funding from Community Foundation Sonoma County, 
Healdsburg Area, and look forward to expanding our Community Integrated Services thanks to their support. Frozen 
rates from the State of California remain our most challenging obstacle to realizing the life-changing initiatives that 
we envision and embrace.

Thankfully, we are able to cultivate and grow our programs and services because of the many families, community 
partners and supporters who truly value and understand the importance of the services offered at BI. To all of you, I 
express our sincere appreciation and look forward to continuing to work with you to sustain and grow this important 
community resource. 

    Sincerely,

    

    Luana Vaetoe, Chief Executive Officer
    Becoming Independent 

www.becomingindependent.org



  

* Includes 70 people per each month during this fiscal year 
served at community dances through a partnership with 
Santa Rosa Parks and Recreation Department.

Number of people served
Hours of Service
Hours of Work
Wages
Hours on Inclusion
Rate of Satisfaction

1,520*
577,873
122,499

$774,843
206,845

90%

2012 – 2013 Outcomes of BI Services
Success and progress experienced by individuals served by 
Becoming Independent are measured in real terms. BI tracks 
the number of people served, how many hours of service 
they received from staff, the number of hours of work they 
performed and wages they earned, and their level of inclusion 
in mainstream community activities. BI also gauges overall 
satisfaction with the Becoming Independent experience.

FINANCIAL REPORT  2012–2013

Support and
Revenue

Expenses

Becoming Independent’s most recent audited financial statement and
tax return are available at www.becomingindependent.org

  1. Contributions $ 465,319 3.4%

  2. Service Fees $ 11,775,750 85.1%

  3. Educational Subsidies $ 602,769 4.4%

  4. Employment Income $ 678,040 4.9%

  5. Investment Income $ 173,414 1.3%

  6. Other Income $ 30,186 0.2%

TOTAL – Unrestricted Support and Revenue $13,725,478 99.2%

  7. Net Assets Released From Restrictions $ 106,993 0.8%

TOTAL – Unrestricted Support, Revenue, and 
         Assets Released from Restrictions $13,832,471 100.0%

Decrease in unrestricted net assets $ (90,263)

Total Unrestricted Expenses $13,922,734 100.0%

  1. Programs

Community Living Supports $ 3,479,951 25.0%

Day Training and Activities $ 7,321,019 52.6%

Transportation Services $ 1,019,097 7.3%

Total Program Services $11,820,067 84.9%

  2. Supporting Services

Administration $ 1,415,574 10.2%

Fundraising $ 308,489 2.2%

Other / Extraordinary Item $ 378,604 2.7%

Total Supporting Services $ 2,102,667 15.1%
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Who are the people
at Becoming Independent?

They are the largest and most  

diverse minority in the world.  

They are all ages, genders, religions 

and ethnicities. They come from  

all socioeconomic levels and  

sexual orientations. And they are 

people with different disabilities.*

  Autism

  Down syndrome

  Learning and physical disabilities

  Mental health conditions

  Cognitive disability  
  and developmental delay

And they are like everyone.

They want to be free, happy,  

independent and respected full  

members of the community.

They are people.

* Adapted from “People First Language,”  
by Kathie Snow, www.disabilityisnatural.com; 
and used with permission.

Employment and Contract Services
When Travers Ebling heard that participants at Becoming Independent might be able 
to help his growing business with production work, he had the same thoughts many 
employers experience.

“I needed the work done,” said Ebling, director of operations at No. 8 Lighting in 
Cotati. “But working with and relating to people with disabilities is outside of our 
culture’s dominant paradigm. I wondered what is the sacrifice, what are the hassles, 
the entanglements?”

Our staff in Production Services quickly allayed his fears. Ebling was impressed by 
BI’s professional handling of the work assessment, time studies and quality control 
practices. Since August, about 25 BI participants have been working on six distinct 
tasks related to packaging No. 8’s recessed lighting systems. Ebling said the company 
ships 1,200 to 1,500 units a month.

“We sell a high-end product to high-end clientele,” he said. “We pay attention to 
detail, and BI does that, too. I feel like BI has become part of our company’s success.”
By turning over some of his more tedious, repetitive work to BI, Ebling said he freed 
up his four production employees in Cotati for more intricate tasks.

“It improves our efficiency and it improves our morale,” he said. “And I’m getting the 
same quality of work from BI as I would from my top guy doing it here.”

And he no longer worries about making sacrifices by teaming with BI. In fact, in 
February No. 8 hired a BI participant to work part-time on the assembly line at their 
Cotati facility. 

Working in partnership with BI “has been a really good fit,” Ebling said.



 

If you’ve seen an increased number of BI participants in the community lately, it’s no accident.

Last summer, we hired James Cox to ramp up our Community Integrated Services program with the goal 
of helping more participants become active in their communities, primarily through volunteer work. James 
reports “huge strides in increasing our participants’ presence in the community.”

That includes BI volunteer crews delivering meals to senior citizens in their homes, helping keep books 
organized at our local public library, processing and packaging donations at the regional food bank and 
helping with a variety of tasks and activities at area senior centers.

This work not only benefits the non-profits and public agencies that are the recipients of help from BI, but it 
helps our participants become more visible and feel more valued in their communities.

The partnership between BI and the Sonoma County Council on Aging was featured in The Press Democrat 
a week before Christmas. BI volunteer crews deliver more than 120 lunches a week to home-bound seniors 
in Santa Rosa and Cloverdale. Our participants are having a great time doing the work, and the seniors love 
it, too. Wanda Zanders, a Meals on Wheels recipient, told the PD; “It’s been absolutely lovely.”
At year’s end, Cox was working on partnerships with a variety of other agencies and non-profits around the 
county. So, next time you see volunteers doing good in the community, take a closer look. That just might be 
a BI participant giving back and helping to strengthen our communities.

Community Integrated Services



 

Abila, John and Nancy ▪ Acclamation Ins. Mgmt. Srvcs. ▪ Adair, Laura ▪ Agilent Technologies Employee Giving Cmpgn. ▪ Agrella, Bob and Kim ▪ 
Aiona, Ed and Laurel ▪ Aita, Bob and Nancy ▪ Alaska Airlines ▪ Alcaine, Carlos ▪ Alford, Monte ▪ Allwine, Thomas and Sandra ▪ Alves, Marlene ▪ 
Amherd, Keven and Nalo Ayannakai  ▪ Amy’s Kitchen ▪ Andersen, Joyce ▪ Andersen, Barbara ▪ Anderson, Eloise ▪ Andrada, Randy ▪ Antonopoulos, 
Susie ▪ Apolloni, Tony and Maria Mar ▪ Arvanites, T.M. ▪ Askim, Curtis and Jonna ▪ AT&T United Way ▪ Atwood, Tom and Julie ▪ Autumn Leaves ▪ 
Avilla, Barney and Guia ▪ Axley, Jenny ▪ B.R. Cohn Winery ▪ Balabanian, Linda ▪ Balletto Vineyards ▪ Bamboo Sourcery ▪ Banchero, Lynn ▪ Barclay, 
Leo and Adele ▪ Barclay, Corinne ▪ Barrett, William and Fran ▪ Bartell, Nancy ▪ Bates, Regina ▪ Bay Area Discovery Museum ▪ Beaumont, Henry ▪ 
Bedsole, Kevin and Susan Welcher ▪ Beery, Claire ▪ Beiden, Ron and Jacqui ▪ Benavides, Vedalita ▪ Bender, Douglas and Pam ▪ Benziger, Bob 
and Kathy ▪ Bertrand, Esq., Thomas ▪ Best, Priscilla ▪ Best Western Sonoma Valley Inn ▪ Betts, Loren ▪ Beyer, Dean and Gretchen ▪ Bilecky, Jerry 
and Monica ▪ Bill’s Auto Electric & Repair Inc. ▪ Blackman, Ken and Dee ▪ Blamires, Catherine ▪ Bliss, Donald and Dianne ▪ Blonski, Daren and 
Shae ▪ Bloom, Matt ▪ Blue & Gold Fleet ▪ Blunk, Chris and Courtney ▪ Boerio, Chuck and Lynne ▪ Boothe, Ross ▪ Bordessa, Jewel ▪ Born Jr., 
Freeman and Donna ▪ Bornstein, Hal ▪ Boskovich, John ▪ Boudreau, Neal and Karen ▪ Bowden,  Mark ▪ Bowen, Jerry and Lena ▪ Brady, Susan ▪ 
Brandon, Percy and Olenka Orjeda ▪ Brandt, Mary ▪ Brassard, Sarah ▪ Bremond Ph D., D A ▪ Brent, Robert and Paula ▪ Briceno, Frank and Penny 
▪ Broadway Quilts ▪ Brocco, Michael and Giuseppa ▪ Brown, Joy and John Largier ▪ Brown, Kenneth and Tiffany Burrell- ▪ Bryon, Brad and Candy 
▪ Buddies! Fun Clothes For Her ▪ Buena Vista Winery ▪ Bulger, Elise ▪ Burns, David and Nancy ▪ Burrell, Timothy and Bonnie ▪ Busick, Gretchen ▪ 
Butler, Stephen and Renee ▪ Butner, Cindy ▪ Ca’ Bianca Ristorante Italiano ▪ CA, Inc. Matching Gifts Program  ▪ Cahill, Brian & Donna ▪ Cain 
Vineyard and Winery ▪ Calabro, Elizabeth ▪ California Great America ▪ Campo Fina ▪ Canfield, James and Diana ▪ Capretta, Suzanne ▪ Carol 
Shelton Wines ▪ Carter, Aubrey Smith- ▪ Case, Ann Hunter- ▪ Cassidy, Terence J. and Porter Scott ▪ Castor, Patrick and Kathy ▪ Cates, Bryan and 
Donna ▪ Caymus Vineyards, Inc. ▪ Celeste, Diana ▪ Cellucci Calderwood, Elizabeth ▪ Centoni, Oscar and Mary ▪ Chalk Hill Winery ▪ Chalmers, 
Robert ▪ Chamberlin, Shannon ▪ Chan, William and Kimberly Feng ▪ Chandler, Paul ▪ Chandler, Toni ▪ Cherney, Shiah ▪ Chetcuti, Vincent and 
Elizabeth ▪ Chevron Humankind Matching Gift Pro. ▪ Chiurco, Tom and Martha ▪ Christensen, Norman and Beverly ▪ Civian, Jeff and Stacey ▪ 
Clarkson, Joyce ▪ Clement, Robert and Phyllis ▪ Clendenning, Donna ▪ Clendenning, Lester and Carol ▪ Clif Family Winery ▪ Clifford, Gerald ▪ 
Clifton, Randy and Cindy ▪ Cobaugh, Christine ▪ Coconas, James and Lorene ▪ Cold Stone Creamery ▪ Community Foundation Sonoma County 
▪ Conlon, Brian and Nora ▪ Cook, Michael ▪ Cooper, Britt ▪ Cory, Beverly ▪ Costeaux French Bakery and Café ▪ Cotati Accordion Festival ▪ Coulter, 
Lila ▪ County of Sonoma Dept. of Health Services - First 5 So. Co. ▪ Coursey, Chris ▪ Coyle, Diane ▪ Craig, Maia ▪ Crawford, Barbara ▪ The Crellin 
Family ▪ Crew, David and Patricia ▪ Crew, Shari ▪ Cross, Cindy ▪ Cullinane, Thomas and Jean ▪ Cunha, Onofre ▪ Cunha, Fred ▪ Cunningham, Kenn 
and Elaine ▪ Curran, James ▪ Curves for Women ▪ D & M Wines & Liquors ▪ Daffurn, Patricia ▪ Dahl, Christopher and Darcie ▪ Dahl, Gary and Gina 
▪ Dalla Valle Vineyards ▪ Daly, Eugene and Ethel ▪ Dana, Barbara ▪ Daniels, James and Peggy ▪ Danner, James and Susan ▪ Danner, Richard and 
Julie ▪ Darling, Larry and Elaine ▪ Daube, Linda and Jerry Bova ▪ Davidson, James ▪ Davis, Michael ▪ De Cesare, Kenneth ▪ De Marco, Joanne ▪ 
Della Santina’s Trattoria ▪ Deschamps, Lonje ▪ Dhesi, Gwendolyn ▪ Di Grazia, Herbert and Barbara ▪ Dibert, Emily ▪ DiPaolo, Gregory and Barbara 
▪ Dixon, Nick and Meegan ▪ Doctor, Shishir and Charoo ▪ Dolinsek, Jim and Kathleen ▪ Dorsey, Jon and Carrie ▪ Double Decker Lanes ▪ Dove, 
Susan ▪ Drexel Heritage By Pedersen’s ▪ Dreyer, Bob ▪ Dubinsky Spielman MD, Gail ▪ Dugan, Pat and Peggy ▪ Dutton Goldfield Winery ▪ E. & J. 
Gallo Winery ▪ Egan, Dominic ▪ Eisenhauer, Jeffrey and Bessie ▪ El Dorado Kitchen ▪ Emerson, Michael and Janice ▪ Emery, Kathleen ▪ Ensign, 
Marguerite ▪ Enterprise Holdings Foundation ▪ Erickson, MD, FACC, Joel S. ▪ Ernst, Richard and Lisa Folsom- ▪ Escobar, Jose ▪ Eshe, Jack and 
Kathleen ▪ Exchange Bank ▪ Fabiano, Jerry and Susan ▪ Fairmont Sonoma Mission Inn & Spa ▪ Fedorchak, Molly and Daniel Gallagher ▪ Feibusch, 
Martin and Constance ▪ Fell, Ron and Kathy ▪ Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund ▪ Finch, Bryan and Marybeth ▪ First Community Bank ▪ Fish, Theresa  
▪ Fisher, Jane ▪ Fishman, Ed and Lil ▪ Flavor Bistro ▪ Foot Candy Shoes ▪ Foote, Ethan and Susan Dickey ▪ Forbess, Joel and Tracy ▪ Forestry 
Crab Feed ▪ Forsgren, Alison ▪ Foster Esq., Michael ▪ The Frame Factory ▪ Francis, Jay ▪ Francis Ford Coppola Winery ▪ Frankus, Patricia ▪ Free, 
Cheryl  ▪ Freeman, Betty ▪ Freeman, Wendell ▪ Freeman DDS, Roger ▪ French, Anne ▪ Friedemann Goldberg LLP ▪ Fuller, Whitney ▪ Fuller, Nancy 
▪ G & C Auto Body, Inc. ▪ Gable, Sandy ▪ Gack, Kenneth and Holly Rickett ▪ Gardiner, Gordon and Nina Smith- ▪ Gardner, Gretchen ▪ Gary Farrell 
Vineyards & Winery ▪ Gatens, Rita ▪ Gelber, Steven ▪ Gerlach, Tim ▪ Gerstmann, Helen ▪ GHD ▪ Ghisla, Anthony and Cheryl ▪ Giacomini, Erwin 
and Loretta ▪ Giambastiani, John and Nancy ▪ Gibson, Richard and Marianne ▪ Gilford, Robert and Terese ▪ the girl and the fig, LLC ▪ Glassfusion 
& Pottery Too! ▪ Glassley, William ▪ Glen Ellen Village & Sonoma Markets ▪ Gloria Ferrer Caves & Vineyards ▪ Gokey, Margaret ▪ Golden Gate 
Bridge, Hwy. & Trans. Dist. ▪ Gomez, Fernando and Mary ▪ Gordon, Sidney and Elizabeth ▪ Gospe MD, Dr. Stephen and Doris ▪ Gospe MD Jr., Dr. 
Sidney and Mary ▪ Gothelf, Morton ▪ Gothelf, Rodney ▪ Goughnour, Phyllis ▪ Grace, John and Erline ▪ Graton Ridge Cellars ▪ Grech, Angela ▪ 
Grech, Charlotte ▪ Greenman, Robert and Jill ▪ Groshoug, Martin ▪ Grundfast, Ruth ▪ Gurney, John and Phyllis ▪ Guske, Robert and Berta ▪ 
Haapala, Thompson & Abern, LLP ▪ Haddad, Michael and Julia Sherwin ▪ Hadden, Margaret ▪ Hageman, Laura Jean ▪ Hall, Clayton ▪ Hallahan, 
Timothy ▪ Hall-Clot, Leslie ▪ Haluzak, Flora ▪ Hamel, Raymond and Helen ▪ Hamel, Peter and Jayne ▪ Hanna, Janice ▪ Hansen, Ron and Mary ▪ 
Harman DDS, Dr. and Mrs. Larry ▪ Harris, Joanne ▪ Harris, Barbara ▪ Harris, Barbara ▪ Hart, Jean ▪ Hartl, Cole and Mary ▪ Harvest Moon Estate & 
Winery ▪ Haskell, Kirk ▪ Healdsburg Country Gardens, LLC ▪ Healdsburg Property Mgmt. / So. Co. Vacations ▪ Heft, Robert and Jennifer ▪ Herbert, 
Rick ▪ Herdman, Elena ▪ Hess Foundation ▪ Hester, Randy and Brooke ▪ Heyden, Paul ▪ Hidas, Andrew and Robyn ▪ High Tech Burrito ▪ Hill, Jason 
▪ Hill, Norman ▪ Hines, George ▪ Hipps, Gerry and Carolyn ▪ Hoell Jr, Charles ▪ Holm, Gary and Karen ▪ Holmes, Dean and Carolyn ▪ Hood, Steve 
▪ Horn, John and Katherine ▪ Howard, Charles and Debra ▪ Howseman, Robert and Erin ▪ Huber, Warren and Lou Jean ▪ Hudson, Leslie and June 
▪ Hull, Dan and Susan ▪ Human Race / Vol. Ctr. ▪ Hunt, Kenna ▪ Hunt, Elaina ▪ Hunter, Kathrine ▪ Ikegami, Rodney ▪ Ikegami, Frances ▪ Ingram, 
Laurie ▪ Inman, Wanda ▪ Inman Family Wines ▪ Insurance Consulting Assoc., Inc. ▪ International Knitting Studio ▪ Iron Horse Vineyards ▪ Isabella’s 
Italian Seafood ▪ Issel, Helen ▪ Jackson Rancheria ▪ Jaffray, John and Mary ▪ Jamison, Shirley ▪ Jang, Elizabeth ▪ Jay’s Engraving and Rubber 
Stamps ▪ JC Lewis Ins. Srvcs. ▪ John Ash & Co. and Vintners Inn ▪ Johnson, Leah ▪ Johnson, Anna ▪ Johnson, Bart and Sandra Jason- ▪ Johnson, 
Melissa ▪ Johnston, Tom and Diane ▪ Jones, Jacoba ▪ Jones, Marlin and Linda ▪ Joseph Phelps Freestone Vineyards ▪ JR’s Concrete ▪ Juarez, 
Kathleen ▪ Kahn, James and Cecile ▪ Kahn, Michaela and David Glazier ▪ Katon, James and Jo ▪ Kaz Vineyard & Winery ▪ Keehn, Tim and Aida 
Herrera- ▪ Kelly Katzin Designs ▪ Kenefich Ranch ▪ Kenwood Vineyards ▪ Kilroy Realty ▪ King, Douglas and Stacy ▪ Kings Hill Cellars ▪ Kirkbride, 
Jim and Susie ▪ Klebe, Jan ▪ Knak & Co., Inc. ▪ Knight, David and Patricia ▪ Koehler, Richard ▪ Kokus Jr., Ph.D, John and Phyllis ▪ Koons, Linda 
and Bob ▪ Korbel Champagne Cellars ▪ Korth, Juergen ▪ Koskoff, Martie and Brendan ▪ Kraus-Finley, Paula ▪ Krieger, Jean ▪ Krieger, Jay and 
Jacqueline ▪ Kruse, Howard and Patti ▪ Kuschman, William and Gail ▪ LaChapelle, Peter ▪ Lagunitas Brewing Company ▪ Lamb MD, Dr. Ken and 
Linda ▪ Landon, Audrey ▪ Law Offices of Vincent P. Hurley ▪ Le Beau - Thelen, LLP ▪ LeClair, Donna ▪ LeClair, Donald and Renee ▪ Lehrman, 

Becoming Independent thanks the following for their support and generous donations 
throughout the 2012 – 2013 fiscal year. Thank you so much!

Please forgive us if we have inadvertently omitted or misspelled your name. Call BI at 707-524-6606 with any corrections, omissions or preferences.



 

Elizabeth ▪ Lemoine, Milton and Karen ▪ Leon, Christina ▪ Levesque, Raymond and Rosalie ▪ Levi, Richard and Rick Kantor ▪ Levine, Taya ▪ Levine, 
Barry and Jean ▪ Levine, Andrew and Susan Bartholome ▪ Lewis, Ben and Brandy ▪ Lewis, Scott and Teresa ▪ Lincoln Ave Spa ▪ Lincoln, Margaret  
Devecchi- ▪ Linden, Joan ▪ Little Vineyards Family Winery ▪ Loma Del Sol Vineyards, Inc. ▪ Lombard Street Property & Land Co. ▪ Lorenzo, Juan 
and Renee ▪ Lozanov, Corrina ▪ Lubbers, Floyd and Joanne ▪ Lucier, Robin ▪ Lund, Sarah ▪ Lundgren, Syd and Trudy ▪ Lynch, James and Sharon 
▪ MacArthur Place Inn & Spa ▪ Macy’s Corporate Service, Inc. ▪ Maiolini, Ken and Sharon ▪ Maiolini, Anna ▪ Maloney, Raymond ▪ Management for 
Assoc. ▪ Mancusi-Ungaro JR. MD, Harold ▪ Mandas, John and Elaine ▪ March, Lynne ▪ Marcus, Mathew and Rebecca ▪ Marinelli, Barney and 
Lorraine ▪ Markham Vineyards ▪ Marquet, Kay ▪ Marrs, Charles and Elizabeth ▪ Martin, Lucas and Karen ▪ Martin, Gordon and Terri ▪ Mary’s Pizza 
Shack ▪ Mattson, Marilyn ▪ Mauritson Vineyards ▪ Mauritson Winery ▪ Maza, Fern and Marina ▪ McCabe, Matt and Charlie Wilson ▪ McCarten, 
James and Tricia ▪ McCarthy, Beth ▪ McDonald, Shirley ▪ McKinney, Nicole ▪ McKinnon RPA, Ed J. ▪ McLeas Tire & Automotive Ctrs. ▪ McLennan, 
Esq., Laura ▪ McMurray,  Nelin and Connie ▪ Mead Clark Lumber Co. ▪ Means, Chris and Debbie ▪ Means, Garrett ▪ Meiklejohn, Lauren ▪  Merck, 
Al and Margo ▪ Merickel, Mark and Colleen ▪ Meritage Martini Oyster Bar & Grill ▪ Merritt-Smith, Amy ▪ Merry Edwards Winery ▪ Mi Pueblito 
Restaurant ▪ Mi Pueblo Restaurant ▪ Mietz, Keith and Nancy ▪ Milburn Ph.D, Lucia and Joseph Como ▪ Miller, Inger ▪ Miller, Samuel and Betty ▪ 
Miller, Beth ▪ Miller, Thaddeus and Dolores ▪ Mills, Don and Judy ▪ Mindling, Thomas and Kathleen ▪ Mission Ace Hardware ▪ Mlynarczyk DDS, Dr. 
Greg and Laura ▪ Molavi, Kathleen and Ali ▪ Montgomery, Diane ▪ Moon Mountain Tree Farm ▪ Mordaunt, Michael ▪ Morello, Ann ▪ Morris, William 
▪ Morrison, Quinn ▪ Morrison, Elliot and Susan Milstein ▪ Morton & Bassett Spices ▪ Moss Adams, LLP ▪ Mouille, Andrea ▪ Mrkvicka, Andrea ▪ Mt. 
Shasta Ski Park ▪ Mulas, Ray and Janey ▪ Mullen, Kathy Sophia ▪ Mullineaux, J and Matt Malik ▪ Murphy, Doris ▪ Murphy, Ma’ire and Walt Averill ▪ 
Nancy’s Fancy’s ▪ Nasr, Sammy ▪ Naysnerski, Melissa ▪ Neider, James and Anica ▪ Nelson, Rolf and Becky ▪ New, David and Barbara ▪ Newsome, 
Edith ▪ Nord, Greta  ▪ Nordeen, Vickie ▪ Norquist, Donna and Dennis Pocekay ▪ North American Cinemas ▪ Norton, Bunty ▪ Nugent, Mike and 
Therese ▪ Nugent, Bob and Lynda ▪ Nunez, Simon and Queenie ▪ Oakland Athletics Baseball Co. ▪ O’Brien, Nancy ▪ O’Donnell, Jean ▪ Oga, Hideko 
▪ Oilstop, Inc. ▪ Olson, Theodore and Jeanette ▪ Olson, Erika ▪ Olson, Joerg and Millie ▪ Ormerod, Scott and Sandra ▪ Padilla, Ron and Nubia ▪ 
Palma, Karla ▪ Panoo, Reyna ▪ Papapietro Perry ▪ Parkpoint Health Club ▪ Partridge, Gary ▪ Pearce, Paula ▪ Peck, Herbert and Dorothy ▪ Pedroni 
Construction ▪ Peet’s Coffee & Tea ▪ Perkins, Brian and Christine Staats ▪ Peters, Barbara and Morris ▪ Peterson, Margaret ▪ PG&E Campaign For 
The Community ▪ Philpott, Fred ▪ Place, Michele ▪ Poe, Janis ▪ Port of Subs ▪ Potter, Patricia ▪ Pova, Jerry ▪ Powers, Freda ▪ Powers, Ted and 
Pamela ▪ Press Democrat ▪ Prezio, Carol ▪ Prial, Don and Linda ▪ Price, Emma ▪ Professional Tree Care ▪ Quiambao, Cecelia ▪ Quiambao, JiJi ▪ 
Quicksilver Mine Co. ▪ Quigley, Dan ▪ Quinlan, Dan and Marilyn ▪ Quinn, Felicia ▪ Raccoon Cottage B&B ▪ Radici Hair Salon ▪ Raike, Robin and 
Peter Keightley-Pugh ▪ Raley, Patricia ▪ Ramekins Culinary School, Events & Inn ▪ Ramirez, Judge Raul ▪ Ramirez, Archimedes ▪ Ram’s Gate 
Winery ▪ Randa, Lewis and Meg ▪ Raskin, Jonah ▪ Ravenswood Winery ▪ Red Lobster ▪ Reininga, John ▪ Reinking, Bill and M-L ▪ Reiser Ph.D, 
Paul ▪ Retsinas, Greg ▪ Rhymes, Scott and Heidi ▪ Rico, Jay Jay ▪ Riley Street ▪ Rinos & Martin, LLP ▪ Risk Management Srvcs. ▪ Robbins, James 
and Linda Schuck ▪ Robert Young Estate Winery ▪ Rochioli, Terry and Myrtle ▪ Rockwell, Gregory and Linda Gomez ▪ Rodney Strong Vineyards ▪ 
Rogers, Earl and Florence ▪ Ronald, Mike and Lea ▪ Roper, Jasmine ▪ Rose CPA, Kenneth ▪ Rosen, Roger ▪ Ross, Helen ▪ Ross, Sarah ▪ Ross, 
Margaret ▪ Rotary Club of Santa Rosa West Community Fund, Inc. ▪ Rothrock, Martha ▪ Round Table Pizza - RP ▪ Rowland, Bob and Ellie ▪ R’s 
Automotive ▪ Ruppert, William and Dottie ▪ Ruppert, Jim ▪ Ruprecht, Cyril and Ruth ▪ Russian Hill Estate Winery ▪ Ryann, Kayte ▪ S. Cutright Salon 
▪ Sagerman, Evan and Marci Riseman ▪ Saito, Shirley ▪ Salarno, Harriet ▪ Salwen Ph. D, Ellen ▪ Salyer, Don and Jacqui ▪ Salyer, Rachell ▪ 
Salzmann, Muchtar ▪ San Francisco Giants ▪ San Jose Earthquakes ▪ San Jose Sharks ▪ Sangiacomo Family Vineyards ▪ Santa Rosa Golf and 
Country Club ▪ Santa Rosa Symphony ▪ Sarver, Vallie and Tony Mills ▪ Sawtell, J.R. and Kathleen ▪ Scafani, Michael and Dottie ▪ Scandia Family 
Fun Center ▪ Schaner, Dominic and Amy ▪ Schiller, John and Nancy ▪ Schoenbach, David ▪ Schram, Richard and Katherine ▪ Schukler, Henry ▪ 
Schulz, Jean ▪ Scogland, Bill and Douglas Heen ▪ Scott, Kathleen ▪ Scribbles and Giggles Creative Art Studio ▪ Segale, Doris ▪ Seghesio Family 
Vineyards ▪ Segre, Paul and Megan Stefanki ▪ Shea, Joseph and Anne ▪ Sheehan, Loretta ▪ Sheela, John and Elizabeth ▪ Shepherd, Jim ▪ Siegel, 
Ayaz ▪ Simi, Teri ▪ Sincerely Yours ▪ Siri, Louise ▪ Sjoblom, Mel and Carol ▪ Skelton, Robert and Judy ▪ Skizewski, Karen ▪ Smith, Ann ▪ Smith, Tim 
▪ Smith, Matthew ▪ Smith, Beth and Matt ▪ Smith, Virginia ▪ Smith, Karlita ▪ Smith Esq., Doug ▪ Smith III, Homer and Kathy ▪ Smothers, Brian ▪ 
Snoopys Home On Ice Redwood Empire Ice Arena ▪ Snyder, Penny ▪ Soares, Andrea ▪ Soderberg, Lorraine ▪ Sol Azteca ▪ So. Co. Employer 
Advisory Council ▪ So. Co. Regional Parks ▪ Sonoma Kiwanis Club ▪ Sonoma United Methodist Women ▪ Sonoma Valley Portworks ▪ Sonoma 
Valley Vintners and Growers Alliance ▪ Soracco, Stephanie ▪ Sorensen, Phebe ▪  Spaulding, Gregory and Peggy ▪ Spaulding McCullough & Tansil, 
LLP ▪ Spicer, James and Marynell ▪ Spolter Esq. , Gerald ▪ Springfield, Sandy ▪ St. Francis Winery and Vineyards ▪ Stallmann, David and Connie 
Parks- ▪ Stamme, Joan ▪ Sterling, Joerg and Jenny ▪ Stetson EdD, Nancy ▪ Stewart, John and Cheryl ▪ Stith, Lawrence ▪ Stradinger, Kory and Sarai 
Obermeyer ▪ Stuppin, Jack and Diane ▪ Sudduth, Susan ▪ Sugar Bowl ▪ Sulka, Kriss ▪ Summit State Bank ▪ Sunflower Caffe’ ▪ Sutro, Alice ▪ Suveg, 
Mark ▪ Swain, Carol ▪ Swisher, Vinetta ▪ Szymkowicz, James and Patrizia ▪ Szymkowicz, Carol Ann ▪ Tahoe Donner Assoc. ▪ Talafili, Kaela ▪ 
Tawney, Jeffrey and Lynda ▪ Taylor, Jason and Wendi ▪ Taylor, Keith and Carmen ▪ Templeton, David and Susan Panttaja ▪ Tennant, Pamela ▪ The 
Doctors Management Co. ▪ The Renaissance Lodge at Sonoma ▪ The Suntag Law Firm ▪ The Velvet Dolls Corsetry ▪ Theiss, Ted and Elizabeth ▪ 
Thomas, LaNessa ▪ Thompson, Erin ▪ Thompson, Clyde ▪ Thorpe, Gail ▪ Three Wine Co. ▪ Timken, Hye-Kyung and Mark ▪ Tkachenko, Norman 
and Candace ▪ Tone - Pilates, Dance, Yoga ▪ Tonna, James and Cecilia ▪ Topolos, Michael and Lisa ▪ Torres, Steven ▪ Tower, Jeannie ▪ Tower, 
Pamela O’Leary- ▪ Tower, Rita ▪ Tracy, Hollie ▪ Tracy, O.D., John ▪ Trader Joe’s ▪ Tripp, Millie ▪ Tsuji, Sheri ▪ Tsurumoto, Wesley and Nancy ▪ Turner, 
Joseph ▪ Turner, Daniel ▪ Tuttle, J. Edward ▪ Ulrich, Max ▪ Union Bank ▪ United Way of the Wine Country ▪ Vaetoe, Iosefa and Luana ▪ Valencia, Art 
▪ Van Dyke, John and Laura Chenel  ▪ Van Tessel, Eloise ▪ Vasquez,  Dave ▪ Vera, Ramon ▪ Virvet, Joseph ▪ VJB Vineyards & Cellars ▪ Volpatt, 
Michael ▪ Voltattorni, Joe and Joanne ▪ Voss, David and Susan Bailyn- ▪ Wagner, Kate ▪ Wait, Daryl and Judy ▪ Waite, Donna ▪ Wall, Pat and Tim 
Malette ▪ Wallace, Tim and Patsy ▪ Walsh, Susan ▪ Ward, Barbara ▪ Wear, Charles and Ellen ▪ Weaver, Cami ▪ Webster, Lisa ▪ Webster, Linda ▪ 
Weinberger, Andrew and Lilla ▪ Wells Fargo Center for the Arts ▪ Wells Fargo Community Support Campaign ▪ Wells MFT, Kitty ▪ Western Farm 
Center ▪ Wheiping, Lou and Mimi ▪ Wheless, Elizabeth ▪ White, Mary ▪ Whitman, Judith ▪ Wickliffe Jr., William and Martha ▪ Wickliffe Sr., Bill and 
Pat ▪ Widen, Eric and Rebecca ▪ Wiese, Catherine ▪ Williams, Shirley ▪ Williams and Assoc. ▪ Williamson, Charlotte ▪ Wilmington Trust FSB ▪ 
Wilmsen, Ted and Deannie ▪ Winchester Mystery House ▪ Windmill Circle HOA ▪ Wine Tasting of So. Co. ▪ Winkle, Don ▪ Winograd, Barry ▪ 
Wiseman DMD, Richard and Sherrie ▪ Wolfe, Mary ▪ The Wolford Family ▪ Wolfson, Richard and Artley ▪ Wollman, Eric and Debbie ▪ Wong, Lynette 
▪ Wright, Jay and Kathryn ▪ Wright, Thierry ▪ Wright, Susan ▪ Wright, Janice ▪ www.partyjump.com ▪ Yabroff, Lawrence ▪ Yaeger, Mike and Lee Anne 
▪ Young, Elaine ▪ Zamora, Shirley and Jeffrey Barrett ▪ Zane, Shirlee ▪ Zink, Laura ▪ Zuehlsdorff, Marck and Allison ▪

Becoming Independent thanks the following for their support and generous donations 
throughout the 2012 – 2013 fiscal year. Thank you so much!

Please forgive us if we have inadvertently omitted or misspelled your name. Call BI at 707-524-6606 with any corrections, omissions or preferences.



      

MANAGEMENT GROUP
2012 – 2013

Luana Vaetoe
Chief Executive Officer

Kory Stradinger
Chief of Operations

Lauren Meiklejohn
Chief of Services

Lisa Folsom-Ernst
Fund Development Director

Jacqui Salyer
Fund Development Manager and
Special Events Coordinator

Lea Ronald
Director of Sonoma Valley

Taima Thompson
Director of North County

Close to 1,000 people, all living with a variety of disabilities, seek their own 
paths to personal fulfillment and independence with the help of programs 
and opportunities made available at Becoming Independent.

Developing since BI was established in1967, our programs provide 
instruction in activities and skills essential to successful everyday living. 
The skills are wide ranging and include the most basic and incidental, to
the very sophisticated and personal. BI provides individualized programs for 
each person served, promoting personal choice based on areas of interests 
and passions.

As the North Bay’s largest nonprofit human services organization 
dedicated to people with developmental disabilities, BI services are 
available in Napa, Solano and Sonoma counties. We are dedicated to 
“promoting community inclusion and participation for people with 
developmental disabilities.”

OUR MISSION
To promote community 
inclusion and participation for 
people with developmental 
disabilities.

OUR VISION
An improved quality of life - 
meaningful work, recreation and 
support of family, friends and 
the community.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS   
2012 – 2013

Bonnie Burrell 
President

Jerry Fabiano 
Vice President  

Joerg Olson 
Treasurer

Ellie Rowland 
Secretary  

Jayne Hamel 
Deputy Executive Committee 
Member

Daren Blonski
Donna Cates
Eric Gullotta
Michaela Kahn
Sharon Maiolini
Lucia Milburn
Ma’ire Murphy
Pamela O’Leary-Tower
Cindy White

P R I N T E D  O N  R E C Y C L E D  S T O C K

Becoming Independent 1425 Corporate Center Parkway, Santa Rosa, CA 95407  
Phone (707) 524-6600
www.becomingindependent.org

Santa Rosa
Central Office
1425 Corporate Center Parkway
1455 Corporate Center Parkway
Santa Rosa, CA  95407
Phone: (707) 524-6600  
Fax: (707) 527-1206
www.becomingindependent.org

Sonoma Valley
355 West Napa Street
Sonoma, CA  95476
Phone: (707) 996-5988  
Fax: (707) 935-7861

Healdsburg
625 Center Street, Suite B
Healdsburg, CA 95448
Phone: (707) 431-1345  
Fax: (707) 431-8136

Napa / Solano
1832 Soscol Avenue, Suite 101
Napa, CA  94559
Phone: (707) 252-9288  
Fax: (707) 252-0682

Becoming Independent provides services throughout Napa, Solano and Sonoma 
counties for hundreds of people with disabilities.

SERVICE LOCATIONS

Paco volunteering to deliver a hot meal to a home-bound 
senior through the partnership between Becoming 
Independent and Sonoma County Council on Aging


