
A Word From
 Luana Vaetoe
Chief Executive Officer

ear Friends and 
Supporters,

History is often used as a tool 
for imagining the future. When 
we interview a prospective 
employee, we ask about their 
employment history. Anyone 
who has gone through the 
loan application process has 
had past financial decisions 
scrutinized. Even television 
networks rely on the previous 
season’s ratings when 
determining whether to renew 
a show. History, both good and 
bad, can be a reliable predictor 
of future outcomes.

The history of the human 
services field for adults with 
developmental disabilities 
is rich with examples that 
range from fear-based, to well 
intentioned, to innovative re-
imaginings. The mid 1900’s were 
defined by institutionalized 
living. In the years that 
followed, we recognized a 
desperate need for change, and 
found successes moving from 
institutional living to sheltered 
workshops, to community-
based programs by consulting 
history and asking ourselves: 
How can we do better? 

A look into Becoming 
Independent’s own more recent 

history includes our 50th year of 
providing services to adults with 
developmental disabilities. This 
milestone year started off with 
a record-breaking gift from the 
Finley Foundation, which fueled 
our ability to begin our exodus 
from sheltered, congregate 
settings and into an inclusive 
community experience. 

Our recent history included our 
exciting debut into national 
television, as the PBS series, 
Visionaries, arrived on campus 
to film our organization. 
This series, hosted by Sam 
Waterston of the acclaimed 
television show Law & Order, 
captured the magic that 
happens at BI every day, and 
they will be sharing that magic 
with our nation this year.

A few months later, the guests 
at our annual gala were able 
to view a sneak peak of the 
Visionaries footage. The 
abbreviated segment was 
played during our Paddle Pledge 
portion of the evening and it 
was clear that our guests were 
inspired by what they saw. 
Last year, BI had the largest 
amount of individual gifts made 
during the Paddle Pledge in 
the gala’s 25 year history. Icing 
on the cake: The whole event 
took place in our beautifully 

redesigned garden at our Santa 
Rosa campus.

Nearly 70 years ago, with 
a handful of determined 
parents at the helm, a national 
movement was sparked. These 
parents rallied and engaged 
their peers and community 
officials on behalf of their 
children with developmental 
disabilities. Becoming 
Independent joined this 
movement at our inception 
twenty years later. We have 
rallied and engaged our 
communities, and over the 
decades, we have proven to be 
innovators in our own right.

Becoming Independent’s history 
is a proud one. It’s a history of 
transformation, innovation, and 
service. We have set a standard 
for others to follow, and we 
have laid a foundation that 
will support our future. And if 
history is any indicator, we can 
expect the next 50 years to be 
the best ones yet.

Sincerely,  

Luana Vaetoe  
Chief Executive Officer  
Becoming Independent

D

*Includes an average of 90 attendees per month during this fiscal year served at community dances hosted by 
Becoming Independent at Steele Lane Community Center.

**Includes 2,700 hours of service during this fiscal year for service through community dances.

Becoming Independent's most recent audited financial statement 
and tax return are available at BecomingIndependent.org

2016–2017 Outcomes of  
Becoming Independent Services
Success and progress experienced by individuals served 
by Becoming Independent are measured in real terms. BI 
tracks the number of people served, how many hours of 
service they received from staff, the number of hours of 
work they performed and wages they earned, and their 
level of inclusion in mainstream community activities. 
BI also gauges overall satisfaction with the Becoming 
Independent experience.

People Served

Wages

Hours of Service

Hours on Inclusion

Hours of Work Rate of Satisfaction

1,037*

$754,465

546,064**

524,794

101,847 93%

SUPPORTING SERVICES

(14.5%) $2,033,246

PROGRAMS

(85.5%) $11,908,209
TOTA L

$13,941,452

PROGRAMS
Community Living Supports $3,658,060 26.2%
Day Program & Activities $7,479,184 53.8%
Transportation Services $770,962 5.5%
Total Program Services $11,908,206 85.5%

SUPPORTING SERVICES
Administration $1,358,279 9.7%
Fundraising $674,967 4.8%
Total Supporting Services $2,033,246 14.5%

ExpensesSupport & Revenue CONTRIBUTIONS

$1,315,599 (9.4%)

RELATED BUSINESS INCOME

$788,567 (5.6%)

INVESTMENT INCOME

$190,860 (1.4%)

SERVICE FEES

(79.4%) $11,142,356

OTHER INCOME

$24,370 (0.2%)

EDUCATION SUBSIDIES

$571,877 (4.0%)

TOTA L

$14,033,629

CONTRIBUTIONS BY SUB CATEGORY
DONATIONS
ENDOWMENT (QUASI)
FUNDRAISING
GRANT REVENUES
RESTRICTED CONTRIBUTION REVENUE

$457,494 3.2%
$100,000     0.8%
$190,322 1.3%
$514,100 3.7%
$53,683 0.4%

OlympicsTalent ShowWinter Formal
The Flamingo Hotel Finley Community Center Santa Rosa Junior College
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for the mutual benefit of 
our Community.

Executive
Administration
Luana Vaetoe
Chief Executive Officer

Lauren Meiklejohn
Chief of Services

Lisa Folsom-Ernst
Director of Fund Development

Sarah Ross
Director of Administration

Who We Are

Leading innovators in the 
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Becoming Independent thanks the following for their support and 
generous donations throughout the 2016–2017 fiscal year.

Many Thanks

Anonymous (7)

421 Group, Inc.

A-Team RV Club

Ad-Vantage Marketing, Inc

Adobe Associates, Inc.

Agrella, Dr. Robert & Kim

Alcaine, Carlos & Julie

Alexander Valley Cellars

Allen, Terry & Nikki

Allwine, Carol & Tim

Amherd, Keven and Ayannakai Nalo

Andersen, Barbara

Anderson, Daniel

Anderson, Eric & Malia

Anderson, Judy and Thomas Allen

Apolloni, Tony & Maria Mar

Applegate, Jean

ATL Events

Autumn Leaves

Avila, Francisco

Avilla, Barney & Guia

Axley, Jenny

Baci Cafe & Wine Bar

Balabanian, Linda

Barclay, Corinne

Barclay, Leo & Adele

Barrows, Robert & Janet

Bates, Regina

Baur, Antonette & George

Bear Republic Brewing Co.

Beiden, Jacqui & Ron

Bellefeuille, Michelle

Bender, Douglas & Pamela

Bennett, Larry & Jerry

Benz, Roger and Lisa Cole Benz

Bertrand, Esq., Thomas

Best, Priscilla

Beyer, Ralph & Alicia

Bianchi, Mary

Bice, Jennifer

Blackman, Ken

Boerio, Chuck

Bogdanyi, Aaron

Born, Freeman & Donna

Bottle Barn

Bowen, Jerry & Lena

Brady, Sue

Brayton Purcell, LLP

Breazeale Family Ravioli

Brennan, Patrick

Briggs, Sally & Joe

Brook, Janette and Nancy Klein

Brown, Larry & Elizabeth

Browning, Debbie

Browning, Jan

Bryon, Candi

Burger, Tony & Kendall

Burrell, Timothy & Bonnie

Byrne, Dennis

CamelBak Products, LLS

Campbell, Martin and Carol Lee Campbell

Canfield, James

CannaCraft

Capabunga

Cates, Bryan & Donna

Center for Spiritual Living

CFSR, LLC

Chalmers, Robert

Champagne-Terrell, Laurie and    

Robin Terrell

Charles M Schulz Museum and

Research Center

Cherney, Nick

Cherney, Shiah and Kay Winchester

Chevron Foundation Matching Gifts

Christopher Creek Winery

Chu, Jennifer and Robert Luna

Cinnabar Theater

Clark, Jecca & Jeremy

Clement, Robert

Cleveland, Paul & Deborah

Clifford, Gerald and Ingrid Berghout

Clifton, Cindy & Randy

Clover Stornetta Farms, Inc.

Coconas, Lorene

Colombo, Jean

Community Foundation Sonoma

County, Healdsburg Forever

Comstock, Gary

Cooper, David & Jennifer

Cooper, Nancy & Keith

Cords, Margery and Shannon

Corkdorker.com

Corman, Frances & Roger

Cory, Beverly

Costco

Coulter, Lila

Cox, Steve

Crawford, Barbara and Janet Nolan

Crew, David & Patricia

Crew, Shari

Crozat, Josh

Crozat, Patrick & Tara

Crozat, Teri

Culick, Alex & Hanne

Cunha, Fred

Cunha, Margaret

Cunha, Onofre

Cunningham, Kenn & Elaine

D & M Wines & Liquors

D. Nolan Foundation

D’Or, Karen

Dahl, Christopher & Darcie

Dahl, Gary & Gina

Daly, Eugene & Ethel

Daniels, James & Peggy

Danopoulos, Vickie & Constantine

Darling, Elaine & Lawrence

Daube, Linda and Jerry Bova

Davis, Andrea

Davis, Michael

Davis, Mike

De Cesare, Kenneth

Dei Rossi, Alan & Nadine

Desmond Estate Vineyards

Devil Proof Vineyard & 

Aperture Cellars

Devincenzi Concrete Construction

Di Grazia, Herbert & Barbara Jean

Diaz, Sara

Dickson, Kyle

Dieter, Nick & Mishel

DiPaolo, Gregory and 

Barbara Hughes DiPaolo

Doctor, Charoo & Shishir

Doherty, Bridget

Dolinsek, Jim and 

Kathleen Stoddart-Dolinsek

DOME Construction Company

Donahue, Pat & Cecelia

Dove, Susan

Dowdey, Steve & Noreen

Driven Raceway

Dubinsky Spielman, Gail

Dummit, Buchholz, & Trapp

Edrington, Schirmer & Murphy LLP

Edwards, Joyce & Beverly

Eidsen, Steve & Paula

Eisenhauer, Jeffrey & Bessie

Elias, Dr. Robert and 

Lois Persson Elias

Ellwood, Donna

Emerson, Michael & Janice

Encore Event Rentals

Enkidu Wine

Eric Ross Winery

Ernest L. and Ruth W. 

Finley Foundation

Ernst, Richard and 

Lisa Folsom-Ernst

Ernster, Matthew & Danielle

Evans, John

Evans, Whitney & Jeanette

Exchange Bank

F.C.M. Mechanical

Fabiano, Jerry & Susan

Fairmont Sonoma Mission Inn & Spa

Fanning, Katharine

Farrow, Carol

Fassold, Terry & Nicole

Federal Home Loan Bank 

of San Francisco

Fell, Ron & Kathy

Fenske, Cheryle & Brett

Finster, Durelle

Fischer, Billie

Fisher, Jane

Fishman Supply Company

Fitleberg, Emily

Fitzgerald, Patrick

Flynn, Sue

Foppoli, Dominic

Forbess, Tracy & Joel

Ford, Mack & Patricia

Forestry Crab Feed

Franchimone, Christine

Francis H. I’i Brown Golf Courses

Frankus, Patricia

Freeman, Betty

Freeman, Wendell

Friedman’s Home Improvement

French, Anne and DL Ordaz

Fuerstenau, Debra

Funk, Julie & Gregory

G & C Auto Body, Inc.

Gack, Kenneth and Holly Rickett

Galvin Precision Machining, Inc.

Galvin, Jim & Colleen

Garrison, Charlene and Ned Rifken

Gary D. Nelson Assoc., Inc

Gaynor, Michael & Ernestine

Geraldi, Tony

GHD

Giacomini, Jeanne and 

Donald E. Pelton

Giblin, Jenine & Jere

Gilford, Robert & Terese

Ginnett, Patricia & Paul

Giugni, Dave

Glover, Carol

Goderez, Laura Jean

Goetz, Sandra

Goin, Corbin & Gerri

Golden Gate North

Golden State Warriors

Gospe, Dr. Sidney & Mary

Gospe, Dr. Stephen & Doris

Gothelf, Rodney & Nikki

Grace, Mr. & Mrs. John

Grassi, Ronald

Grech, Angela 

Grech, Charlotte

Greene, Larry & Christine

Greenman, Robert

Grill, Paul & Teri

Grummett, J. Roger & Karleen A.

Gullotta Law Group

Gullotta, Eric & Lani

Gummer, Allen

Gunter, David & Peggy

H2hotel

Haapala, Thompson & Abern, LLP

Hafner Vineyard

Hageman, Laura and

F. Thomas Bond

Hagemann, C.W. & Therese

Hall, Gwen

Hallahan, Timothy

Hamel, Jayne & Peter

Hammerquist, Joseph

Hammond, Chuck & Jamie

Hanley, John & Linda

Hardie, Howard

Harris Ranch

Harris, Barbara

Hatcher, Bill and Angie Rizzo

Hawkes Winery

Heck Foundation

Helene’s Custom Framing

Heyden, Paul

Hillenmeyer, Katy

Hired Hands Homecare

Hirsch, Gail

Hoell Jr., Charles

Hoffman, Eric & Kristina

Holm, Gary & Karen

Hope, David

Hopkins, Steve & Joan

Hopper, Randal & Deana

Hops & Hominy

Horvat, Denese

Hotel Healdsburg

House, David & Claudia

Howard, Amy and Edward Myers

Howard, Charles

Howseman, Robert

Hruby, Lora

Huang, Lizzie and Margaret O’Leary

Huber, Warren & Lou Jean

Hudson, Ann & Jeff

Hunt, Kenna

Hunter, Carl & Debbie

Impact100 Sonoma

In-N-Out Burger

Inman, Wanda

Interstate Batteries

Issel, Helen

Ivins, Barbara

Jacobs, Christine

Jacobs, Mike and Jennifer Gilliam

Jenkins, Randy & Stephanie

John Jordan Foundation

Johnson, Leah

Jones, Jim & Rebecca

Jones, Marlin

Joseph Phelps Freestone Vineyards

Juarez, Kathleen

Kahl, Cami & Todd

Kaiser Foundation Health Plan Inc.

Kaiser Permanente

Kakatu Foundation

Karbowski, Jennifer & Kevin

Karbowski, Pam

Karp Capital Management

Katz, Jesse & Sarah

Keller, Josef

Kenney, Michael & Charleen

Kesler, Phil & Phyllis

Kirkbride, James & Susan

Knak & Co., Inc.

Knaus, Kathy

Knight, David & Patricia

Kobler Estate Winery

Kobler, Otto & Barbara

Kokus Jr., Ph.D, John & Phyllis

Korbel Champagne Cellars

Korth, Juergen

Kraus-Finley, Paula

Krieger, Jean

Kuschman, William & Gail

La Vera Pizza

LaChapelle, Peter

Lagourgue, Helen

Lagunitas Brewing Company

Laird, Catherine and 

Michael G. Hinrichs

Lamb, MD, Ken & Linda

Landesign Construction and

    Maintenance

Landreth Family Trust

Larson, Carol

Law Offices of Vincent P. Hurley

Leach, Dr. Robert S.

Legge, Vida

Lehr, Ben

The June Waite  
Legacy Circle...
Many thanks to the following individuals who have 
included Becoming Independent with a legacy  
gift in their estate plans, most often through a bequest 
in a will: 

Anonymous (4), Eileen Adams, Tony Apolloni & 
Maria Mar, Norman Chalmers*, Shiah Cherney, Glenn Dewick, 
Geneva Scheihing Folsom*, Lisa Folsom-Ernst & Richard 
Ernst, Jayne & Peter Hamel, Cami Kahl, Sandy Madsen, Lucia 
Milburn & Joseph Como, Jack T. Morris*, William Morris, 
Lené & John Prior, Ed Rimbaugh, June Waite*

*Deceased

Very Special
Thanks to

LEMO USA

Lentini, Kerry

Lester, Cory

Levine, Andrew and 

Susan Bartholome

Levine, Jean & Barry

Lewis, Patricia

Lillis, Cat

Loeser, Fred

Long Beach Memorial 

Medical Center

Long, Linda & Larry

Lund, Sarah

Luther Burbank Center for the Arts

M.A. Silva USA

MacRostie Winery & Vineyards

Magee, William & Millicent

Maiolini, Anna

Maiolini, Ezio

Maiolini, Ken & Sharon

Marin Landscape Materials

Marinelli, Barney & Lorraine

Mark Allen Jewelers

Marmot Mountain LLC

Maroevich, Lydia & Van

Mary’s Pizza Shack

Mateo’s Cocina Latina

Mauritson Farms

Mauritson Vineyards

Mauritson, Cameron & Ashley

Mauritson, Clay

McCabe, Matt and Charlie Wilson

McCandless, M. Taylor and

    Thomas P. Conlon

McDonough, Rosalie & Bill

McKenna, Jim & Joey

McKinnon, RPA, Ed J.

McLea’s Tire & Automotive

McLea, Les & DeeAnn

McLennan, Esq., Laura

Mefford, Dana

Meiklejohn, Lauren and Bruce Gould

Mengali, Renee & Joe

Mercedes Benz of Santa Rosa

Merry Edwards Winery

Messinger, Nancy

Mick, Ronald

Mietz, Keith & Nancy

MikkiMoves Real Estate, Inc.

Milburn, Dr. Lucia and Joe Como

Milburn, Lucia

Millan, Al & Cherie

Miller, Inger

Miller, Kyle

Miller, Margo & Gerald

MOC Insurance Services

Molavi, Kathleen & Al

Montalvan, Jose

Montoya, Anthony

Mordaunt, Michael

Morning Glory Family Foundation

Morgenthaler, Adam and Quinn

Morris, William

Morrison, Elliot and Susan Milstein

Morse, Lorraine & Ralph

Moshin Vineyards

Mrkvicka, Andrea

Mullineaux, J and Matt Malik

Nebesky, Gerard

Nelsen, Duane and Peggy

Nelson-Archer, Jeanie

Nonprofit’s Insurance Alliance

    Of California

Nordeen, Len and Vickie Glazier

    Nordeen

NorthBay Bottling

O’Hare, Patti

Oga, Hideko

Olivares, Ernesto

Oliver’s Market

Olson, Erika

Olson, Joerg & Millie

Olson, Theodore

Ostlund, Louise

Oyler, Sheila

Padilla, Nubia & Ron

Paige, Bettina & Christopher

Parker, Bill & Sharon

Parkinson, Sylvia

Paul Hobbs Wines

Pearson, Angela

Penna, Phil & Louise

Penrod, Bruce and Susan Coryell

Perry, Kathryn

Petersen, Melvin & Karen

PG&E Foundation Matching Gifts

Picache, Abigail

Pierre, Marybeth

Pierre, Tina

Pine, Edward

Pine, Tim & Kathy

Place, Michele

Point Reyes Farmstead Cheese Co.

Pola, Sarah

Powers, Freda

Powers, Ted & Pamela

Presidio Social Club

Press, David & Jeanne

Pribyl, Jeney

Price, Jennifer

Prior, John & Lene

Proctor, Amber & Kaela

QPC Services, LLC

Quigley, Dan

Rackerby, Anita

Rainy Day Chocolates

Ramirez, Chris

Ramirez, Raul

REACH Air Medical Services

Redwood Credit Union

Reinking, Bill & ML

Rich Doss, Inc.

Rich, Esther

Rico, Jay Jay

Risk Management Services

Robbins, James and Linda Schuck

Robins, Alan

Robles Family

Rochioli, Terry & Myrtle

Rodriguez, Stephanie & Romero

Roper, Sharon & Rob

Rosenblum, Arthur and 

Maureen Rumford

Roskam, Andrea

Ross, Helen

Ross, Sarah & Shaun

Rosser, Peter & Kathryn

Rotary Club of Glen Ellen/Kenwood

Rovetti, Dorothy

Ruprecht, Cyril

Russian River Brewing Co.

Ryann, Kayte

Salon West

Salyer, Jacqui & Don

San Francisco 49ers

San Francisco Giants

San Jose Sharks

Sandvick, Rich

Sankoff, Cheri & Stephen

Santa Rosa Entertainment Group

Sanville, Ax

Sanville, Betsy & Rob

Sbragia Family Vineyards

Scafani, Michael & Dottie

Scandia Family Fun Center

Schiller, John & Nancy

Schneider, Julia

Schumacher, Edmund

Schwab Charitable Fund

Seidler, Lora & Kim

Shadybrook Estate

Shaffner, Jim

Shaw, Melissa

Sherwin, Julia and Michael Haddad

Sherzer & Associates

Shirley’s Contractors’ Service, Inc.

Sierra Office Supply

Simraceway Performance

    Driving Center

Sjoblom, Mel & Carol

Skavdal, Iver & Cynthia

Smart & Final Charitable Foundation

Smith, Alma

Smith, Ann

Smith III, Homer & Kathy

Smith, Virginia

Smothers Parts International

Sonoma Canopy Tours

Sonoma County Employer

    Advisory Council

Sonoma Design Apparel

Sonoma Food Runners

Sonoma Media Investments

Sonoma Raceway

Sorensen, Phebe

Sotak, Michael J.

Sotak, Michael P.

Sotak, Pam & Mark

Souza, Jason

Souza, Sara

Spolter, Esq., Gerald G. and 

Laurel Morris Spolter

Sproat, Kimberly & Ron

SRBD, LLC

Srok, Sally

Stallings, Roxanne

Stallman, David and 

Connie Parks-Stallman

Stanroy Music Center

Steele, Robert & Teresa

Steinhoff, Dan & Audrey

Stewart, John & Cheryl

Stuppin, Jack & Diane

Sudduth, Susan

Suka, Nikkole

Swiss Hotel

Taddeucci, Walter

Talafili, Kaela

Tantarelli, Thomas

Taylor, Brian & Jule

Taylor, Keith & Carmen

Tennant, Pamela

Tewksbury, Tim

the girl and the fig, LLC

The Shuckery

Thiel, Kaitlyn

Thomas, Greg & Jaime

Thomas, John

Thomas, Patty

Thompson, Benjamin

Thorner, Cecelia

Thueson, Stefanie

Tillett, Tom & Joann

Tillman, Andrea

TL Tillett’s Automotive, Inc.

Tocchini, Dan & Amy

Tomlinson, Julie Anne

Trader Joe’s

Transedence Theatre Company

TR Elliott

Trombetta Family Wines

Truett Hurst

Tsuji, Sheri

Tucker, Tavis and Kristen

    Kaufmann-Tucker

Tunzi, James

Turchi, Gloria

Turner, Daniel

Uhler, Steve & Elaine

Unitarian Universalist Congregation

United Airlines Redwood 

Empire Retirees

United Capital Financial Advisers

Vaetoe, Luana & Iosefa

Vale, Travis

Valencia, Art

Valette Restaurant

Vallarino, Stephen and 

Lorraine Sugg

Vallarino, Stephen

Van Giesen, Britt

Van Sant, J. Douglas

Vanguard Properties

Vertex Climbing Center

Vieira, Heather

Villaluz, Jennifer

VML Wines

Vokoun, Carol

Volpatt, Michael

Vose, Carter & Tiffany

Wagner, Michael & Kirsten

Walker, Carolyn

Ward, Barbara

Watson, Bobette

Weinberger, Mark & Teresa

Weingarten, Susan

Weissgerber, Susan

Wells, Kitty

Welty | Welty, PC.

Welty, Matt & Evan

Wengler, Rita & Alain

West County Glass

West, Gordon

Weston, Donna

Westside Mechanical Inc.

Wheiping Lou, Mimi

White, Tiffany

Whitener, Patricia

Whitman, Judith

Whiton, Ted & Laura

Whole Foods Market

Wickliffe, William

Wiley, Dalton & Andrew

Williams, Eric

Williamson, Sam

Williamson Wines

Wine Country Decorative Artists

Wine Road

Winograd, Barry

Wisteria Manor

Wittenberg, Eric & Rachel

Wolfe, Mary

Wolford, Jeff & Cathleen

Wollman, Eric & Debbie

Wong, Lynette

Wright Contracting, Inc

Wright, Jack & Debbie

Wright, Kathryn & Jay

Wright, Susan

Yamamura, Edie

Yabroff, Lawrence

Yaeger, Michael & Lee Anne

Zamora, Shirley and Jeffrey Barrett


