D ear Friends and
Supporters,

As we find ourselves out in
the community more, and are
better equipped with both
the tools and technology
needed to facilitate genuine
relationships, we are finding
that we are experiencing far

fewer transactional encounters.

Instead, the social, volunteer,
and employment encounters
between the people we serve
and their individual spheres

of influence are becoming
progressively more intentional,
and are building on the
foundation of belonging.

Social engagement begins
from the moment we are born,
and, ideally, this engagement
continues and develops
throughout our lives. At BI, we
recognize the importance of

A Word From
Luana Vaetoe

Chief Executive Officer

places they allow into their
lives, their sense of belonging
deepens.

Volunteerism is an

important part of any strong
community’s culture. The
volunteer relationship is by
nature transformational, not
transactional. The volunteer
understands that, as a
community, we are stronger if
we aim to advance each other’s
goals. For example, when our
teams are working with Meals
on Wheels to deliver food to the
elderly in our neighborhoods,
they aren’t making these
connections out of necessity,

because they think they have to.

They continue to thoughtfully
complete this community
service out of a desire to invest
in the well-being of their fellow
citizens.

a greater sense of belonging
and economic empowerment,
and thanks to an ever widening
set of business relationships,
more people are finding success
securing meaningful jobs.

The whole is greater than the
sum of its parts. This is at the
crux of community; the core of
belonging. The understanding
that, while each of us carries
within us an innate and beautiful
individuality, we also possess

an instinctual drive to find our
tribe. We have intrinsic value
within ourselves, but when we
come together, whether in social
situations, while volunteering,
or on the job, our individual
contributions combine to
become something greater than
they otherwise would be. The
people we serve are missed
when they can’t make yoga
class, or their rounds delivering

Volunteerism

Meals on Wheels Volunteer Support

Employment
At Work in Sonoma County
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Social Engagement

Comic Book Club at Outer Planes
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INVESTMENT INCOME

$150,858 (1.1%)

“Includes an average of 114 attendees per month during this fiscal year served at community dances hosted by
Becoming Independent at Steele Lane Community Center and The Flamingo (50% of which are counted as non-BI).
**Includes 3,231 hours of service during this fiscal year for service through community dances.

Becoming Independent's most recent audited financial statements

and tax returns are available at Becomingindependent.org OTHER INCOME

$336,485 (2.3%)
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Many Thanks

Becoming Independent thanks the following for their support

and generous donations throughout the 2017-2018 fiscal year.

Anonymous (2)

Acclamation Insurance
Management Services

Ace Hardware

Acoustical Designs

Ad-Vantage Marketing, Inc

Advanced Stormwater
Protection, Inc.

Agrella, Dr. Robert and Kim

Ahern, DVM, Peter

Airport Express

Alarcon, Brenda

Alberigi, Leo

Alcaine, Carlos and Julie

Allen, Corrie Ann

AmazonSmile

Ammons, Don and Jen

Amy’s Beautique

Andersen, Barbara

Anderson, Daniel

Anderson, Jeney and Paul

Andrews, Linda

Angell, Jennifer and Michael

Anova

Anton, Cindy

Apolloni, Tony and Maria Mar

Applegate, Jean

Armida Winery

Art by Dayna

Askew, Jan

ATL Events

Auva’a, Shana

Avilla, Barney and Guia

Axley, Jenny

Baci Chocolatier

Baeli, Elise and Dave

Baird Foundation, Inc.

Barclay, Leo and Adele

Benevity Community Impact Fund

Bennett, Larry and Jerry

Benziger, Joe and Diane

Bertrand, Esq. Thomas

Beyer, Ralph and Alicia

Bianchi, Mary

BlackRock

Blamires, Catherine

Bleck, Richard

Boerio, Chuck

Book, Teresa and Stephen Wax

Born Jr., Freeman and Donna

Bottle Barn

Bowen, Jerry and Lena

Brady, Sue

Breazeale Family

Bressick, JoAnne and Sanford

Brian Arden Winery

Brook, Janette and Nancy Klein

Brown, Larry and Elizabeth

Brown, Ron and Margaret

Browne, Jill

Browning, Debbie
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Buckley-Reynolds, Colleen
Bufano, Vikki
Burrell, Tim and Bonnie
Bush, Timothy and Pamela
Calderon, Oscar and Susan
Caletti, Cheryl and
Zachary Schanaker & Wendy
Callinan, Sean and Carmen
CamelBak Products, LLS
Cameron, Marnie and Brad
Canfield, James
CannaCraft
Carlson, Stevi and Craig
Cash & Carry
Castanon, Jesus and Wren
Castro, Nestor and Theresa
Catania, Cathryn
Cates, Bryan and Donna
Center for Spiritual Living
Chalmers, Norman*
Charles M. Schulz Museum
Cherney, Shiah and Kay Winchester
Christiansen, Wendy
Chu, Jennifer and Robert Luna
Cinnabar Theater
Claims Resource Management
Clark, Jecca and Jeremy
Clendenning, Lester and Carol
Cleveland, Paul and Deborah
Clifford, Gerald and Ingrid Berghout
Clifton, Cindy and Randy
Clover Stornetta Farms, Inc.
Clutter Control
CNS Mechanical, Inc.
Coconas, Lorene
Coffey, Harry and Judy
Collins, Darlene
Colorado Wolf Adventures
Colter, Connie
Community Foundation Sonoma
County, Healdsburg Forever
Comstock, Dr. Gary and Kathryn
Cooper, Nancy and Kevin
Copus, Jerry
Cords, Margery and Shannon
Corriea, Richard and Maria
Costco
Country Summer Music Festival
County Of Sonoma,
Auditor/Controller
Crawford, Barbara and Janet Nolan
Crew, David and Patricia
Crozat, Patrick and Tara
Culick, Alex and Hanne
Cunha Jr., Onofre
Cunningham, Kenn and Elaine
Dahl, Gina and Gary
Dahl, Christopher and Darcie
Daly, Eugene and Ethel
Daniels, Jim and Peggy

Danner, Susan and James

Danopoulos, Vickie and Constantine
Darling, Elaine and Lawrence
Daube, Linda and Jerry Bova
Davis, Andrea
De Cesare, Kenneth
De Rutte, David and Danielle
Dean, Jeff and Monica
Deike, Jay and Jody
DeRutte, Robert
Design by Dean
Devincenzi Concrete Construction
Di Grazia, Barbara
Diaz, Sara
Dickson, Kyle
Dieter, Nick and Mishel
DiPaolo, Gregory and
Barbara Hughes DiPaolo
Discovery Office Systems
Doherty, Bridget
Dolinsek, Jim and
Kathleen Stoddart-Dolinsek
Donahue, Cecelia and Pat
Dougan, Alec and Sharon
Douglas, Scott
Dove, Susan and John
Dowdey, Steve and Noreen
Doyle, Jimmie
Driven Raceway
Dummit, Buchholz, & Trapp
Duplantis, Jodi
Dutton Ranch & Vineyards
Eagleridge Foundation
Ebling, Debbie
Edrington, Schirmer & Murphy LLP
Edward Jones
Eidsen, Steve and Paula
Eisenhaur, Jeff and Bessie
Elias, Dr. Robert and
Lois Persson Elias
Elliott, Laura
Ellwood, Donna
Ely, Reuel and Cathy
Emerald Country Tour
Emerson, Michael and Janice
Encore Events
Enriquez, Ileana
Epicenter
Ernst, Richard and
Lisa Folsom-Ernst
Ernster, Matthew and Danielle
EScrip
Estines, Amy
Evans, John
Evans, Whitney and Jeanette
Exchange Bank
F.C.M. Mechanical
Fabiano, Jerry and Susan
Falco, Bob and Sue
Farrow Vineyards
Fatdogg Productions
Fell, Ron and Kathy

Fero, Robert and Gloria
Ferrell, Brian and Marisa
Finley, Paula
Fishman Supply Company
Flynn, Sue
Forbess, Tracy and Joel
Ford, Mack and Patricia
Forrest, Gail
Foster, Doris
Francis, Linda, and John Pack
Frankus, Patricia
Freeman, Wendell
French, Anne and DL Ordaz
Frey, Dave and Sally
Frieder, Thomas
Friedman’s Home Improvement
Funk, Julie and Greg
G&C Auto Body
Gack, Ken and Holly Rickett
Gaffney, Tim and Hailey
Gaffney, Karen
Galvin, Jim and Colleen
Galvin Precision

Machining Inc.
Garner, Sherry
Gaynor, Michael and Ernestine
Gehlken, Marte
Geraldi, Tony
GHD
Giacomini, Jeanne and

Donald Pelton
Gilford, Robert and Terese
Ginnett, Patricia and Paul
Giuseponi, Jason and Jodi
Glassley, william
Glover, Carol
Goetz, Sandra
Golden State

Government Relations
Gospe, Dr. Stephen and Doris
Gothelf, Rodney and Nikki
Gothelf, Morton and Carol Zhang
Grace, John and Erline
Grace Vineyard Management, Inc.
Grandy, Alexandra and Mark
Grant, Julia
Grav South Brew Co.
Grech, Charlotte
Green Pastures Foundation
Greene, Larry and Christine
Greenman, Jill and Robert
Greger, Laurie and

Amber & Kaela Proctor
Grill, Paul and Teri
Gullotta, Eric and Lani
Gullotta Law Group
Gummer, Mr. & Mrs. Allen
Gunter, David and Peggy
Guy’s Grocery Games
Gwin, Julie and Gerald
Haapala, Thompson

& Abern, LLP
Hafner Vineyard
Hagins, Clarence
Halawabh, Terri
Hall, Gwen
Hallahan, Tim
Hamel, Jayne and Pete
Hammond, Chuck and Jamie
Hanley, John and Linda

Hanley, Keith
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Hanna, Janice

Heffernan Group Foundation

Heras, Herlinda

Herculson, Mark

Heritage Painting

Hichwa, Diane and Bryant

Hines, George

Hipps, Gerry and Carolyn

Hoell Jr., Charles

Holm, Karen and Gary

Holman, Jeff and Melissa

Holmes, Cris and Theresa

Holston, Tina

Homchick, Anna and Mark

Hopper, Randal and Deanna

House, David and Claudia

Howard, Charles and Debra

Huber, Warren and Lou Jean

Huber Bieser, Leslie

Hudson, Ann and Jeff

Hunter, Carl and Debbie

lkegami, Frances

Imagine Hair & Nail Salon

Impactioo Sonoma

In-N-Out Burger

Inman, Kathleen and Simon

Inman Family Wines

Iron Horse Vineyards

Jaffe, Joan

Jameson, Lindi

Janecek, Marilyn

Janet D. Nolan Foundation

Johnson, Leah

Johnston, Roy and Barbara

Johnston, Diane and Tom

Johnston | Thomas,
Attorneys at Law

Jones, Robert

Jones, Jana

Jordan & Associates
Retirement Services

Juarez, Kathleen

Kahl, Cami and Todd

Kahn, James and Cecile

Kaiser Health Foundation

Kakatu Foundation

Karp, Peter

Karp Capital Management

Karste Consulting, Inc.

Kendall-Jackson Wine Estates Ltd.

Kesler, Ron and Carol

Kesler, Phil and Phyllis

Keysight Technologies

Kirkbride, James and Susie

Kitchen 335

Klein, Raymond and Judy

Knak & Co., Inc.

Knight, David and Patricia

Kobler, Otto and Barbara

Kokkari

Kokus Jr., Dr. John and Phyllis

Kolman, Bruce and Deb

Koontz, Dale

Korbel Champagne Cellars

Korth, Juergen

Kosta Browne Winery

Kowalick, Martha

Krieger, Jeanie

Kruger, Al

Kuschman, Bill and Gail
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Very Special

Thanks to

The June Waite
Legacy Circle...

Many thanks to the following individuals who have
included Becoming Independent with a legacy
gift in their estate plans, most often through a

bequest in a will:

Anonymous (4), Eileen Adams, Tony Apolloni &
Maria Mar, Norman Chalmers*, Shiah Cherney, Glenn Dewick,

Geneva Scheihing Folsom*, Lisa Folsom-Ernst & Richard
Ernst, Michael Haddad & Julia Sherwin, Jayne & Peter
Hamel, Cami Kahl, Sandy Madsen, Lucia Milburn & Joseph

Como, Jack T. Morris*, William Morris*, Lené & John Prior, Ed

Rimbaugh, June Waite*

*Deceased

Lagourgue, Helen
Lagunitas Brewing Company
Lanting, Michelle
Larson, Carol and Patrick Brennan
Lattice Educational Services
Law Offices of Vincent P. Hurley
Lawson, Scott and Diane
Le, Nancy
LEMO USA
Lenchner, David
Lettich, Thomas and Cheryle
Levine, Jean and Barry
Levy, Joan, and Gary lacini
Lewis, Rich and Shirley
Lichau, Susan
Lillis, Cat
Liscum, Ross and Jane
Lobisser, Evan
Louie, Donald and Permy
Lund, Sarah
Luther Burbank Center for the Arts
MacKay, B.
Magee, William and Millicent
Maiolini, Ken and Sharon
Maiolini, Anna
Maiolini, Ezio
Malchow, Eugenia
Malfatti, Norman and Betty
Manitou Cliff Dwellings
Marin Landscape Materials
Marinelli, Barney and Lorraine
Mark Allen Jewelers
Marmot Mountain LLC
Maroevich, Van
Martineau, Victoria
Mary’s Pizza Shack
Matlow, Denise and Stu
May & Stanley Smith

Charitable Trust
Mayclem, Liam
Maydole, Fred and Charlene
McCabe, Matt and Charlie Wilson
McGrath Associates Claims

& Risk Services, Inc.
McKenna, Jim and Joey
McLea, Les and DeeAnn

MclLea, Rick and Koree

McLea, Darren and Lisa
McLea, Brandon and Nika Soares
McLeas Tires & Automotive
McMahan, Anne
Meiggs, Tyler
Meiklejohn, Lauren and Bruce Gould
Mengali, Renee and Joe
Mengle, Elyse
Mentzer, Bruce
Messinger, Nancy
Mietz, Keith and Nancy
Milburn, Dr. Lucia and Joseph Como
Millan, Al and Cherie
Millan, Mary
Miller, Inger
Miller, Michelle
Minard, Mary
Mindling, Thomas and Kathleen
Mitts, Sean and Katey
MOC Insurance Services
Mola, Dan and Leslie
Molavi, Kathleen and Ali
Montoya, Tony
Mordaunt, Mike
Morgenthaler, Quinn and Adam
Morris, William*
Morrison, Elliot and Susan Milstein
Morton & Bassett Spices
Moshin Vineyards
Mostly Modern Quilters
of Santa Rosa
Moura, Monica
Mrkvicka, Andrea
Murakami, Renee and Alan
New Oasis Beauty Salon
North Coast Brewing Company, Inc.
Nugent, Bob and Lynda
O’Halloran, Dillon
O’Hare, Pattie
Occidental Union Hotel
Oga, Hideko
Oliver, Robert and April
Oliver’s Market
Olson, Joerg and Millie
Olson, Erika
Oppenheimer, Kay and Jay

Osborn, Rich and Eva
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Padilla, Nubia and Ron

Padovese, Tim and Karen

Palace Hotel

Parish, Denise

Parkinson, Sylvia

Parks, Sally

Parr, David and Nikki

Pascaline Fine Catering

Patella, Ronda and John

Paul Hobbs Winery

Peck, Dorothy

Pedroni Construction

Penna, Louise

Penrod, Bruce and Susan Coryell

Petersen, Karen and Mel

Petrick, John and Maria

Picache, Abigail

Piethe, Sara

PJ’s Foreign Automotive

Plastic Surgery Associates
& Allegro MedSpa

Pogue, Cynthia and Steve

Point Reyes Farmstead
Cheese Company

Pori, Robin and Joseph

Poyser, Lisa

Premium Port Wine, Inc.

Presidio Social Club

Press, David and Jeanne

Price, Jennifer

Prior, John and Lene

Prior, Sherrie

Ramirez, Judge Raul

RB Contracting & Son

Red Lobster

Reinking, Bill and M-L

Reiter, Kim and Dan

Renati, Renee

Rhodd, Crystal

Rico, Carlos

Rico, Hazel

Rico, Jay Jay and Jessica

Riddle, Summer and Steve

Rinos & Martin, LLP

Risk Management Services

Ristad, Ed and Karla

Rizzo, Angie

Robbins, William

Robert Sanders & Co.

Robinson, Jason

Robles Family

Rochioli, Myrtle and Terrence

Rockwell, Gregory

Rodriguez, Stephanie and Romero

Rooke, Jay

Roper, Sharon and Rob

Rose, Katie

Rosenblum, Arthur and
Maureen Rumford

Roskam, Andrea

Ross, Sarah and Shaun

Rosser, Peter and Kathryn

Roush, James

Roy, Jerry and Crystal

Russian River Brewing Co.

Russo, Dominic

Safari West

Salyer, Don and Jacqui

Samet, Scott and Trine

San Francisco Opera

Sanfilippo, Erin

Sankoff, Cheri and Stephen
Santa Rosa Golf and
Country Club
Sanville, Angela and Ax
Sbragia Family Vineyards
Schael, Jacqueline
Schiller, John and Nancy
Schneider, Julia
Seder, Karin and Brad
Seidler, Lora and Kim
Seismic Brewing Company
Shaw, Marcy
Shelterwood Camp
Shepos, Chef Tracey
Sherwin, Julia and Michael Haddad
Shirley’s Contractors’ Service, Inc.
Sierra Office Supply
Silverman, Kathi
Silverthorne, Christiane and Wes
Simcox, Lorie
Sjoblom, Carol and Mel
Slowley, Sharon and Stewart
Smith, Charlie and Ninne
Smith, Ann
Smith 1ll, Homer and Kathy
Soares, Andrea
Sonoma Canopy Tours
Sonoma County Employer
Advisory Council
Sonoma County Farm Trails
Sonoma County
Office of Education
Sonoma Design Apparel
& Promotions, Inc.
Sonoma United Methodist Women
Sonoma-Cutrer Vineyards
Soracco, Lisa and John
Sorensen, Phebe
Sotak, Pam and Mark
Sotak, Michael and
Maricel Galon Sotak
Soul Shine Family Chiropractic
Spolter Esq., Gerald and
Laura Morris Spolter
Sproat, Kimberly and Ron
St. Florian’s Brewery
St. Francis Winery and Vineyards
Stallmann, David and
Connie Parks-Stallman
Stark Family Charity
Steele, Robert and Teresa
Stillman, David
Stucker, Jeff
Stuppin, Jack and Diane
Sudduth, Susan
Sugars, Melody
Sweeney, Timothy and
Susan Mackay
Sweeting, Mari

Sweetwater Spectrum

Symmetric Interconnect Systems Inc.

Taddeucci, Walt and Norma
Tait, Cathryn

Talafili, Kaela

Talafili, Lynne*

Tantarelli, Tom and Michelle
Tavis, Lee

Taylor, Brian and Jule
Taylor, Carmen

Taylor, Michele

Taylor Lane Farms Organic Coffee

Tenenbaum, Bruce
The Broadmoor
The Ernest L. and Ruth W.

Finley Foundation
The Estate of Thomas T. Takeuchi
the girl & the fig
The Heck Foundation
The Vanguard Group
Thelen, Dennis
Thomas, Patty
Thorner, Cecelia
Threlkeld, Todd and

Katherine Benziger-Threlkeld
Thumbprint Cellars
Tillett, Tom and Joann
Tipping Point Community
TL Tillett’s Automotive, Inc.
Tomasin, Dr. John and Julie
Trader Joe’s
Trione Winery
Tucker, Kristen and Tavis
Turner, Dan
Two Birds One Stone
Underwood Bar and Bistro
United Way of the Wine Country
Vaetoe, Luana and Sefa
Valencia, Art
Vallarino, Stephen and Lorraine Sugg
Van Sant, Doug
Varenna at Fountaingrove
Vaughn, Sharon
Vella, Kara
Vertex Climbing Center
Vieira, Heather
Wagner, Michael and Kirsten
Wallace, Ann
Ward, Barbara
Ward, Anne
Watso, Richard and Nadine
Watson, Bobette
Watts, Tina
Weeden, Norman and Catherine
Weil, Joshua and Claire
Weinberger, Mark and Teresa
Welty, Matthew and Evan
Welty | Welty, Attorneys at Law
Western Farm Center
Westside Mechanical Inc.
Whelan, Trevor, and Dara Mulligan
Whitener, Patricia
Whiton, Ted and Laura
Whole Foods Market
Wickliffe Jr., William and Martha
Widen, Rebecca and Eric
Wiley, Dalton and Andrew
Wilkinson, Karla
Windham, Rick and Yvette
Wine Road
Winkelman, Deborah and Matt
Wirth, Larry
Wiseman, Dr. Richard and Sherrie
Wollman, Eric and Debbie
Wright, Jack and Debbie
Wright, Janice
Wright, Kathy and Jay
Wright Contracting, Inc
Yaeger, Mike and Lee Anne

Zuehlsdorff, Marck and Allison

*Deceased

Board of Director

Donna Cates
President

David House
Vice President

Eric Gullotta
Treasurer

Al Millan
Secretary

Bonnie Burrell
Past Board President
Owen Cate
Joerg Olson

Ann Hudson
Carol Larson
Sharon Maiolini
Abigail Picache
Bryan Wright

Leadership Team

Luana Vaetoe
Chief Executive Officer

James Cox
Programs Administrator

Paula Finley
Director of Program Operations

Lisa Folsom-Ernst
Director of Fund Development

Jean Levine
Director of Program
Development and Training

NEVAEA{[0)
Director of Social Enterprise

Taima Thompson
Service Director of Day Programs

Elevating human abilities
for the mutual benefit of

our Community.

Our Vision

Becoming Independent
is a community of
innovative partnerships
fostering authentic
human connections.

Who We Are

Leading innovators in the
field of human services.

Our Values

Human Dignity
Empowerment
! Integrity
Community
Innovation

Becoming
Independent.

1425 Corporate Center Parkway, Santa Rosa, CA 95407 | 707.524.6606 | Becominglndependent.org

Becoming
Independent.
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